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Fefus anfwered and faid sn.to him, l?:ttau'{e I faid untothee, 1
d jnw‘ thee ander-the I+ J;g-fret‘, &eke;wﬂ'tbou ? ¢ hou ﬂ?d’: /“
greater things than thefe, - - A"

TEm— N othe latter pare of this Chapter wee fee, that
JBS gooduels is of'u diffutive and l{'[)rcuding nature, If
27f 1 thou bee good,  thou wilt defire and indeavour to
Tl muake othersgood : when Chift hath once revea-
ded himfelf toany toul, ic will bee very ftudions
222 to make him known to others, So verf. 35, 36.
you read, that God having  revealed Chrift to Fobuy hee makes
him known 1o bis Dricipies, one of whom was Andrew, verl, 40,
hee conld not con. eal the good news , but makes it known to his.
Brother Peter, veri. 41. Afterward Chrift reveals himf(elt to phi-
lips verl, 43, and vpon it 2hidsp makes'him known to Nathaniel,
verlfy 45. fo communicadveand diffufive is goodnefs, like the li-
quid Elements of Aivand Waeer, which cannot bee keptin their
own bounds and s, _ £
From the torry Sitth verle, ro the end of this Chapeer, there is
contained a ditvousie 1, Beoween Philip and  Nathaniel, And
then 2. Between Chuift and:Natharzel, The fift between Philip -
nd Nathitneel, is from the 45. to che 47. werfe, where you have
5 Bb 1. Philips
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) 1_. }751?.«}, difcovery of Chrift to him, verf, 45. wee bave found
bim of whoms Mofes and the Prophets did write.
2. Nathaniels harfh entertainment of ity ver(, 46. can any goid

thing come out, &c. ' ) )
3. Philips care to refolve him, and o' take away this prejudice,

in the latter part of she 46, verfe, come and fo-.

. Nathaniels defire to bee fatisfied : hee goeth out with him,
and that is the fumme 6f the difcour(e between Philip and  Natha-
niel, d :

The fecond difcourfe is between Chrift and Nathaniel, from
werf. 47. ad finem. Inwhichyou have five things obferveable.

1. Cluifts profeffion, or commendation of him, wer(. 47. Fefus
v Nathaniel comming to him, and faith of him; Behold an Ifrac-
lite indeed, inwhom is no gnile.

2. Nathanielsreply, wver, 48.Whence knoweft thoumee 2 which
may bee conftrued two wayes.

1. Either by way of queftion, being convinced that hee {pake
right, and thac hee difcovered b heart to him,shee demands
how it came to pafs, that hee knew his fpiric fo right; as though
hee had {aid, it1s true, I defire to walk uprightly and ﬁnccrc[iy
with God, but how canft thou tell that 2 how is this difcovered
tothee ¢ art thou able to judge of the heart 2 none knoweth that
buc God only.

2, Or the words may bee conceived as s blunt and more rude
réply; whence knoweft thowmee 2you never faw mee before, norl
you; and how thencan you give {o higha commendirion of one
you are no more acquainted with ¢

And T take them in this laft fenfe, becaule hee came wich (uch a
prejudice againft Chrift, ver, 40,

3. Chrifts further and clearer manifeftation of himfelf to him,
verf, 48, Jelus anfwered, before Philip called thee under the Fig-
tree I [aw thee; as though hee had faid, 1 there faw enough to difco-
thy fincerity, Ifaw what there thou didft; or becaule I faw
thee, when thou thoughteft none did, thou mayeft well think I
know thy heart.

4. Nathaniels noble confeffion or profeffion of Chrilt, verf 49.
INfat}:imid [aid Rabbi; thow art the Son of God; thou ars the King of

rael.,
‘5. We have Chrifts commendation of this aé& ofhis Faith,v. so.

Fefus anfwered, becanfe 1 (wid 1 faw thee wnder she Fig-tree, belecue
thow ¢ witha promife of future and fuller revelation, thou fhals fee

greaser things than thefe.
Here you fee chat Chrift paffeth by his failings; which were
1. His prejudice againft Chrift, becaufe of the place; cen any
good thing, dre. '
2. Hisrude reply to Chrift, when he difcovered him(elf to him;

whence knowe[t thou mee;, thefe Chrift paflech by, and fallsinto the
coimn-
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commendation of hisprefent act of Faith,

So gracious a Saviour wee have, that when wee prefent him
with our duties, hee will noc remember our infirmities, Hee faich,

I1will remember your fins no more, Viz. to objet them againftus, to
upbraid, much lefs to condemn us for them,  Hee did not.object
aganft Manafleh, his wiecheratts and idolatries, nor againft David,
lus Murder and Adultery, nor againft Matrhew,that hee had been a
Publican, and an Oppretlor; noragaint  Zachews, that hee had
been an Extoruoner, nor againft Mary iagdalen, that fhee had
beenan Adulterefle, nor here againft Nathaniel his behaviour to-
wards him, when once the foul comes in, hee receives i, and »#-
members its fins no more, but hides and covers them,

In the Textobferve three general parts,

1. Anopen commendation of Nathanicls Taith, becaufe I fuid,
ac.
2, A filent reprchenfion of others unbelief. pelecvefft shou ¢

3. A gracious promife of tuture and fuller Revelation, show fhals
fee greaser, ©rc,

In the firft confider,

1. The berfon commending, Chrift.

2, The Perfon sommended, Nachaniel,

3. The thing for what, his readinefs 10 beleeve,

4. Thegronnd of his Faith, becaufe 1 faid, 1 [aw thec under the
Fig-tree, beleevedt thow ¢ a8 if hee had faid, doth fo fmall a thing
induce thee to beleeve; T have wrought no miracles, raifed no
dead, &c. 1fhalldo greater thingsip the fight of others, heal the
fick, grve fight to the blinde; cleanfe the Lepers, caft omt Dewils, raife
the dead;, and yef many of them will not beleeve, :

For the promife of fuller Revelation; the words are, thou fhalt
Jee greater things than thefe: whichis promifed, :

Kither asa reward of his former Faith, or tor theé increale of his
prefent Faith, and in thefe words hee poines at whar afrer miracles
hee would do. Thusyou{ee the parts of the Text Jaid open to
you, but there is one thing yet whichis neceflurily co bee unfol-
ded in the Text, before weeleave the géneral view ot it, whichis
the ground of his beleeving, which was Chrifts faying; 1hat hee faw
him under the Fig-tree. The queftionis

Quek. How (o fmall a thing as this, faying; that hee f.m*/}im uite,
der the Fig-tree, could bee likely to produce fo “noble a confifsion and
profefsion of Chrift, or make him1o beleewe ¢ _

Anf. Weewill notnow fpeak of Gods working by it, for (o
wee know nothing is fo finall, but by his working in, and by it,
may prove adwmirably efficacious; as on che contrary, if hee work
not, no thing, though never fogreat otherwife, and feemingly
promifing, will bee ablé to doany thing, as wee fecin the Jewsy
who although they faw his miracles; fuchas none buta God coul

do, yet they beleeved not, -
Bb 2 Wee'
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W ee will contiderthe thing inic lelf, and fo I finde thefe two

« things in it, which might draw out fuch 2 confeflion, and make
* him put foreh fuch an act of Faich.  Becanfe 7 faid wntothee 1 faw

thee underthe Fig-tree,

1. lomay bee hee was then taken up with the meditation of the
Mefsiah, who was to come; for at this time their choughts wereall
tull ofit, Zuk, 2. 25. 48, and fo God might now fuggeft to him,
that hee would reveal him to him, _

2. Or it may bee out of evidence and conviction of the omni.
prefence of Chirift; that hee could fee him under the Fig-tree.
Nathaniel thought that hee had been alone, and no eye had feen
him, and therefore when fuch an evidence was brought to his (pi-
rit, that Chrift faw him, yea, not oaly his perfon, and outward
actions, but his heart alfo, hee was thereupon convinced of the
divinity of Chrift, and o cxyeth out, Rabbiy thouart the Son of
Cod, v

Quett. z. But youwill fay, How did this difcover shat Chrifi was
the Son of God, or the diminity of Chrift ¢ _

Anf. Heeknew that corporally hee was not there, and there-
fore although his cyes told him, that Chrift was a man, yetin that
when abfent, hee could fee him under the Fig-tree, it did difcover
and declare himtobee God.  But

2. T think this fpeech of Chrift, which was the ground of av«-
thaniels Taith, had not only relation to his {eeing of Narhaniels per-
fon, but to fome fpecial peece of feyvice which Nathaniel was then
upon. Either meditation, prayer, or the like, which Chrift faw,
and his heartinit, as if Chrift had faid, I faw not only thy perfon
under the Fig-tree, butalfo the workings of thy {pirit there; I faw
in them the uprightnefs and fincerity of thy heart, and the goings
out of thy foul, when thou wert there alone; which brought fuch
aconviétion of the divinity of Chrift with it, thatit made him cry
out, Rabbi, thow art the Sen of God, thow ars the King of Ifracl; thou
who knoweft the heart muft needs bee God,&c. ds.if a man fhould
{ay to his friend, thou art one that art charitable, mourneft for thy
{in, and in cafe hee fhould anfwer, but how know you that z hee
ihould reply, did I not fee {uch an a& of charity we:ich you did 2
did I not tee you mourn bitcerly for finat fucha time, &c¢ thisin
fome refemblince commeth fomewhat near to chis inftance, but
yet falleth hort, becaufe wee judge of the outward act, Chrift
here of che inward, which manifefted him tobee God omnilcient,
the {earcher of the heare, &¢.

. 'Thus I have fhewed you the coherence with the parts of the
‘Text, and have in part unfolded what might feem difficulc and
obleureinic,

. Now there are fome Do¢trines whichlye about the verge of
the Text; fome from the perfon commending, fome from the per-
lon commended, and fome from the thing, for which, But I ﬂml;

; ’ touc
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touch only upon thofe which arife from the main fcope of the-

Textsand they are two.
Do, 1. 1hat the eyes of Chrift run through the whole World, and
behold the evil and the good. )

Hee that faw Nathansel under the Fig-tree, feeth thee in all
places, in all companies, &c, to this purpofe read Pf“‘. 1394 Amos
9,253, 4. Hee is torus ocuins, all eye, to (ee, and all hand to feel
and finide out.Hee who is tobee Judge of all the actions, and waies
of men, muft neceffarily know themall, .

#fe 1. Say not then, that God lees not, fay not that darkne(s
thall cover thee,eﬂaqnm’mma, non tamen nnlius, 'though no man,
yet fome eye [ecth thee, ;

#fe 3. This may bee comfort to the Saints,  Chrift fees you
under the Fig-tree, fees youina corner, feesyour perfons, your
actions, your fpirits : Hee fecs your prayers, hee fees your tears,
hee {ees your aftlictions, your preflures, Exod. 3. 7. Hee hears your
greans, (e, ‘

2f2 3. This is terror to wicked men, hee {ees them too, hee
fees your malice again(t his Saints, your vilenefs and abominable
filthine(s. I {aw you infuch a place, at fuch a time, in fuch and
fuch pollutions, inwhich thou wouldeft have been loath, in which
thou would have been confounded, if men fhould then have feen
thee. -
From the commendation of Nathaniels Faith, Obferve,

Do, 2. That fuch is the goodnefs of God that bee commends us
for that which is bis own,

Hee commends Nathaniel here for that Grace which hee had
given him, God works graces inus, and then commends us
for them: hee gives us ' mony, and then commends us for our
riches; hee wmakes us beautifull, and then commends us for our
beauty, in which hee doth only beautifie his own beautie, and love
his own gracesinus, Hee doth here commend Nathaniels Faith,
which yet was ovly the Faith of his own powerfull working. Hee
commends Dawid for his uptightne(s, Hezekiah for his perteéinefs,
Mofes for his meeknefs, Cornelins for his devotion, the Publican’
for his compunétion, the poor Widdow for her liberality, and che
Woman of Canaan tor her Faithand importunity; all which was-
only the work of his own Grace in them.  God will finde matter
of love and liking inus, from that which is his own ; hee can pafs
by ours, andown his, As a Facher loveth his child for that which
is of his owa nature in him, and fo doth God in us,

Ufe 1. Then feewhata fweet Saviour wee have, who will
pafs by our imperfections and deformitics, and take notice -of his
own beauties in us. -

#fe 2. Andaccordingly wee fhould learn to look upon our
felves, as Chrift doth, though black in our felves, yet beautiful in
Chuift; although I would have you toown, and to bluth at yout

! . oWaR
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ownl ¢ctonmitiess yet not o as to blinde your eyes from beholding
Chuifts excellencies, asin himf{elf, fo in youby his grace, take the
fhame of your own fins, butlet God have  the honour of his owr
Graces; by this you thall nourith your humility, and yet noe
weaken your Faith, you fhallabhor your felves, and yet excolt
Gods tree Grace. .

But thefe are bucby the way, o which many others might bee
added, Twill fall upon thofe which the Text doth more fully
lold out, and.they are thefe. ]

1. That flownefs of Heart 10 beleeve, is a temper of fpirit very of-
fenfive to God; this is hinted in the implied tacit veprehenfion of
others, whilft hee fo commends Nathanicls forwardnels,

2. That God takes it well atour hands, or it is very pleafing
unto God, when wee will beleeve in him upon fall Revela-
tion,
3. That God will reveal great things to them, who do fobe-
leeve inhim.  Thou fbalt fee greater things than thefe, it is a promife
of future and fuller maniteft:tion to bee vouchfated to him,

Wee fhall begin with the fis ft, whichis
Do&. That flownefs of heart 1o belecve, is atemper of fpiris
wery of ferfive unto God.

I need not ftand long to clear the truth of this Doéin, if you
look into Foh 1. so. that high commendation of Nathawsels
Faith, isa {tlenc upbratding ot ocliers tor chetr fowncfs of-beart 10
belevwe. Becagfe 1 [aid, I fww thee ander the Fig-treey belecveft thow
Tcis asifhee had fud, for tharwithour queftion is implied; why I
have done greater things in the fight of otheis. 1 have healed 1he
fick, opened the cyes of the Niﬂa’:,.r.uﬁd :ffu' dead, caft out Dewils, and
yet they have pot beleeved.  And doth 1o Imall a manifeftation work
onthee, Becaufc I faidy I [aw thec under the Fig-tree, &c. Thave
not railed thee trom the dead : implying hee had done it to athers.
And hence heeis faid to upbraid chofe Cudies wherein his mighty
works had been done, becauft 1hey belveved nor, Mac.16. 14.

And chis was a great aggravation of their fin, where o much
had been done to perfwade themto beleeve, yet flow, &c.

The like in Foh. 12, 375380 But though hee bhad done fo many mi-
racles before them, yet they beleeved not on him; that the faying of E-
fuiah wright bee fulfilled, who hath beleeved 2 heve was a great aggra-
vation of their fin,

And upon this ground hee repraveth his Difciples, Zuk, 24, 255
26, 0 fools and flow of heart 10 belecve all shat the Prophets have
[poken, ought not ( hrift to have [uffered thefe things, and to have en-
tred into his glory, ¢re © :

And how often doth hee upon the fame ground rebuke his Dif-
ciples, oyee of little Faith! Mav. 9, 19. 0 faithle[s Generation how
leng [ball 1 bec with you? haw long [ball 1 [uffer you ? Implying, it puc
Chrit to the utmoft of his patience to bear with them in cheir un-
belief, Which
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Which yetit youreadthe ftory, you will finde it wiis no (mall
works, it was becaufe they could not caft out the dumb fpirit oux
of a man pofiefled; which yet hee himfelf tells them atterward,
ruu-[. 29, that this was the greateft of difficulties : this kinde came
foreh by nothing but by prayer and fafting, which fhews the work
was of more than ordinary difficulty : yet becaufe their Faith was
poi'ed inic, hee tells chem they were a faithlefs Generation, and
hec was weary of them, it put him to the utmoft exercife of his
patience to bear with them.,

And you fee the like of Peter, whofe Faith was fo great, as to
carry him upon the waters; to walk upon the waves, upona bare
command and tvord of Chrift; yet atterwards the wind growing
ftrong, and corruption working, hee was affraid, and begins to
fink, and then cryed, Lord, fave mee, Mat. 14. 30,31,  And how
much was Chrift difpleafed ac him, who had put forth fo glovious
an act of Faith, as ro walk upon the waters upona bare command,
yet becaule hee held not ont, Chrift reproved him, 0h thou of Int-
tle Fasth, whevefore didf thowdeubs | was this a litele Faich?8c.,

Butweewill pals this, and in che profecution of this Doctrin,
wee will fhew thefe eighe things.

1s That wee are flow of heart to beleeve,

2. What are the grounds that wee are flow of heart 1o belecve <

3. What arethe reafons why this flownefs of heart is fo offenfive
t0Gad ? ) )

Tor thefirft, 2hat wee.re flow of heart 10 beleeve.

‘This will bee demonitrated to you, if you confider with mee
thefe five parriculars,

1. The greatnefs of chat Fowcr which God doth put forth, in the
working Taith in 2anunbeleeving heart. .

Faith it (elf'is called the work of Gods power, nay, of his al-
mighty power, The fime gower which God put forth in the rai-
fiug of Clirift trom the dead, even the (ame power hee doth put
foreh in the working of Faithinan unbeleeving heart, Ephefi 1.
19, 20. . : w

There are many mighty works of God, which are niot faving
works,  As the works of Creation, the works of Providence -
Thele are mighty works, but they are not laving works,

But there are no faving works of God whicharenot mighty.

Every work of mercy, isa work of wight too, every work of
grace, is awork of power too; though every work of power bee
not a work of grace, yet every work of grace, is a work of powers
And the work of an almighty power. .Afus omnipotentis.  Ailus
omnipotentia, .

Not only an Almighty God doth work, but alfoaccording to
the Almightine(s of God, when hee works Faith and Grace ina
gracelefs heare. There are two names given to this in Scripeure,
both which fpeak the greatne(s of Gods power i the working (ff
i, 1. It
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1. Ttiscalled arefurrection from  death téhte, "not of a dead
body, butadead toul, Plal, 88, ro. wilt thew [hew wonders 16 the
deady [hall the dead arife 10 prasfe thee 2 hee {peaks not there of ¢
nacural deathy but ot the condition which hee was in, lymg for the-
prelent flainand dead as it were, under the appre Lenfiens of Goy:
wrath,  Shalla foul ehat now lyes dead and tlam with the appre-'
henfions of thy wrath and difpleative, arife by Fiich co praife theee
1velt thou fhewwonders to the dead? |hall - the dead arife 1o praife
thee ¢ 'Thats, wile thou fhew the greamets of thy power in woy-,
king Faithin an unbeleeving fouls this is no lets than avefutrection
from the dead, the dead arite, &c. And theretore this muft needs
require the greatnels of Gods power to effect it

Itis a great work torecover atick-man, bur more w reftore 3
dying man; but rosuife a dead man to life, this s the work of God
onlv, Yetall dus is nothing to the relwredtion of « deid foul

Toraite our bodies when confumed by five, whenvanithed inco
air, when conrupted in the water; when twned mto duft and rot-
tennets, 1s not fo greaca work, as to raife a dead foul a foul dead in
iin, to work Faichinan unbeleeving heave.

Tlns is the Almighty work of God,

20 And hence, Secondly, Itis called a work of Creation, 2 cur,
5. 17, thusin Chrift, .

And you know Creation is the work of God ouly, it is the pro-
ducton of fomething out of nothing,  Men may produce fome-
thing out of fomething, but to produce tomething vut of nothing
wproper to God alone. There 15 lefle diftance beoween the
leatt duft, and the moft glovious Anped m Heaven, thun there
1s benween it and nothing, :

Wee tay, and its tuc, inter ens, & ron ens, mulla proportse, there
is infinice diftance between fomething and nothing. Such a diftince
as none but a God can bring together.  Now dus work ot Fach
and Grace in the heartin an vnvegenciate and unbeleeving nun,
isanew Creavon. A Creationotlight na dark heare, of litein
a dead hicart, o Faithinan unbeleeving licare, of Grice, m a grace-
lefs heart,which is 2 work which requires the aliighuinets ot Gods
power tor the etfecting of 1. And thac is che firft demonftra-
tion, T

2. Ifyou doconfider thi complaines of Belecuvers, when they
firft come o beleeve, -

What fighs, what tears, what groans, what pas, what ftrug-
hups, with unbeleet, with doubts, with tens. Caying out with
theman in the G(}lpﬂ. Lord 1do U d';‘t't't’, help my :mfn’!u'ﬂ Je
ny bee now the doubr of Gods power,of Chinfts al- faffieiency to
pardon fin, to torgive fo greatand hainous wickednefle, - and fav
with b, Lord, 1f thou car fF do any thing, help ,Muk 9. 22. urit
not [o, yet they doube of his wll) whether God will pardon chem,

yea, o no, and tiy with another in the Golpel, Lord, if thou wilt,
thon

RIS ]
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thew ¢canft make mee clean, Macth, 8,2,

Every dayes experience tells us, how hard 2 thing it is tocaft a
man out of lumf{elf, and when that is done, Oh how hard a thing
is it to bring that {oul over to Chrift, and the promife! Now a
thonfand objections arc raifed; the {oulis now as tull of fcruples,
of doubts, asthe Sun is full of motes.

Oh what fivarms of unbeleeving thoughts what multitudes of
doubrs, and objections, that itis beyond the power of any, but of
him alone that can deal with the heare, cither to difcover chem, or
anfiver them, or if anfivered;yet the foulis ftill unfetled, till God
comein, This is plain in caft down and humbled fouls,

3. If you look upon the Rhetorick, God ufeth to bring a poor
humbledy and caft down finnet to beleeve.  Read 7fa. 40, begin-
ning. Comfort yous comfort yee my people, faith my God. Speak yce
comforsably, Say, your warfare is accomplifbed. your iniguities are
pardoncd, ¢re. Dt lealt any thonld fy, alas, cell not mee of this !
no comfort belongs to mee; hee is buried up in croubles; God
doth not regard him: why fee how hee faithin verf. 27, why
fayest thou 0b Jacob, and [peakeft o) Tivael, my way is hid from the
Lord, and my Judgement is paffed over from my God e Haff thow not
known, hafl thos not beard, that the everlafling God , the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the carth faintesh not, neither is weary 2 hee
giveth power to the faint, &c. :

Do you doubt of his power? why hee isthe everlafting God, the
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the carth, and hee can pardon,&c,

What though thy fins bee grear, yet hee tells thee, hee will a-
bundantly jarﬁm, 11, 55. 7,8, 9. Let the wicked man forfake his
wayes, and the unrighteous manr his thoughts, and let himyetwrn unto
the Lord, and hee will have merey upon bim; and 10 onr Ged, for hee
wi:;{ abundantly pardon, the word is, multiply to pardon, as thou haft
to fin,

But you will fay, how can this bee? this is far above
the thoughts of a Creature.  Why buc (aich hee in the next
verle, <y thoughts are not as your thoughts, neither are your waics
my wayes, faith the Lord; for as the Heavens are higher than the earth,

Joare my wayes higher than your wayes, and my thoughts than yowr
thoughts,  Butalas ! there are fachand fuch conditions required.
Why buc (aith hee, Ho ! ewery ene that thiriteh, come, Revel, 222
17.
Do you doubt of his willz Why hee cells you: 1r s not the will
of your heavenly Father, that any o{)" thefe little ones |hould perifh,
Matth. 18. 14. You thinkit s, but Chrift fich icis not; hee
knows the thoughts hee thinks to thee,they are thoughts of peace,
and not of evill, &c. Fer. 29. 11,

And how doth heefay, As1I live, I do not delight in the
death of him thac dyes, turn you, turn you, and live; Oh
why will yee dye! Ezek. 18. 31,32, '

Ce And
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And God would have all men faved by comming to the Know-
ledge,&c, 1 Timne 2040

Yea but this Covenant is not fium, I may {in away mine own
mercy. See what God faithy £fa, 54+ 10, the Mountains fhall de-
party and the hills foell bee removed, but my kindnefs fhall not depart
jrem thee, neither Jhall the Covenant of my peace bee renoved, [air);P the
Lord that hath mcrcy on thee, Tt ismore fim than the Covenan of
the day and vight, Fere 33020521, can a Woman forget her fucking
child, that [bee hould not have compafsion on the Son of her wombs yea
they may forget, yet will not 1 forget thees 1Ma, 49. 15.

T his with abundance fuchlike Rhetorick God ufeth todrawa
poor humbled doubting finner to beleeve, and why fhould God
ufe fuch Rbetorick to perfivade with men, if it were {o cafy 3
matter, asmen makeit to beleeve?

“Chis fhews the difficalty of Faith,

4. If you confider the way that God takes to confirm the Co-
venant of mercy, and pardon to Beleevers,

Hee gives y ou bis Promife, his Oath, his Seal; heaps Mountains
upon Mountains, and all to confirm it; hee layes Heaven and
Earth at fake, nay hee pawns his Truth, his very being, and all,
to perfwade wich unbeleeving mento beleeve.

God needed not to do this in refpect of himfelf, his purpofe
was as good as his promife, his Promife as good as his oah, his oath
as firm as his feal : heeneeded not to do thisinrefpect of himfelf;
as if that his oath would binde him more than his promife,

But God hath done this in re(pect of us, to firengthen out
Faith, that wee might bee ftedfaft in God, when wee ftaggerin
our felves, that wee might bee ftrong in God, whenweakin our
felves, Asthe Apoftle in Heb, 6. 16,17, 18, That by two im-
mutable things, in which it was impoffible for God tolye, &«
God hath thus condefcended o all this, to beget Faith in unbe-
leevers, that if his promife would not perfiade with you, then his
oath, if not that, yet his feal: The great Seal of Heaven.

You could not defire more of the moft faithlefs and difhoneft
man in the World, than God hath condefcended to, who is yet
the faithtull and unchangeable God.  You have a Promife, will
not that do¢ you would have an OQath, will not that do¢ you
have a Seal, witnefs,all.

And what doth all this, but plainly demonftrate the greatne(s of
the difficulty tobeleever  Wee fay, itis in vain to do thacby
more,which may bee as well done by leffe, 1f Promife would have
doneit, the Oathadded had beeninvain, bot fhall wee think that
any thing of this was in vain ¢ that wee cannot,

And was all this then required ¢ would no leffe ferve the turn?

Tell mee thenwhether this do not fully enough demonftrace
the difficulty of Faith?

Thou thac thinkeft Faich fo eafy, thou thac never foundd.tﬂI;e
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dutliculty ofit, m;lycﬂ_ well chink thou haft no Faich, In this God
fhews the difliculty of beleeving, that his Promife, his Qath, &c.
areall ing;nged to work and confirm i, o _

5. If you confider the complaint of the Preacher. You hear
Ifaiah complaining, j{fz, 53+ 1. Who hath beleeved onr report? o our
Doctrin, as the word np0W may import. Awdto whom is the arm
of the Lord revealed ¢

And Chufl complains of the ame, Fob. 12. 37, 38. Though hee
hud done [o many mivacles before them, yet they beleeved not on him,
that the faying of the Prophet might bee ﬁ];{ﬁd’c W Vizwho hath beleeved
our report <

And Panlhez takes up the fame complaint, as you fee at farge,
Rom. 10,16, 17,18, F¢,

Andweeour felves may take up the fame compl;linl:. Wee have
Jpeatowr frengeh tnvvain, and onr labour for nought.

though wee have declared the wonderfull things of the Gof-
pel, the treenels, vaftnefs, greatnefsof the love of Chrift, the
precioune(s of Prowmiles, yet men beleevenot.  Oh that I could
not complun of thofe, &c ! how many offers of Chrift have you
had ¢ how many tenders of mercy ¢

How often bath Chrift  unbo wel’d himfelf to your fouls in the
Promile ! how often hath God invited, intreatccﬁ befeeched, cal-
led, Hoe every one that thirftesh come!

Butyet fenielefle people do not chirft, and thirfty people do
not come, &c. Oh here is enough to demonftrate that wee are
flovs of heart to believe,

 2.” Weecome to the fecond.  Whiac ave che grounds, &c.

And wee will reduce them to chefe chree general heads.

1, There are {fore giounds from Satan,

2. Some fromour felves. :

3. Some which are taken from others, which do foreflow the
heare fiom beleeving in the Promite,

You muft know, [ {peak of men awakened, and convinced of their
milerable condition,not fuch as go on with a high hand in their fins.
Ipeak of men humbled.

1. Then therealons of grounds why wee are fo flow, &c.From
Satan, we the delufions and falfe (uggeftions of Satan.,

You muft know there are two mamn firatagems  which hold up
Satans Kingdome in the World, _

1. Is to keep preflumpruous finners from being humbled.

2. The other is tokeep humbled finners from beleeving,

The firft of theleis by keeping of prefumptuous finners from
bring humbled; which hee doth thefe wayes. '

1, Either by perfwading chem they are no fins they live in, and
here hee telfs che Prodigall hee is bur liberal, the drunkard heeis
bur fociable, the covetous perfon hee is but frugal, the proud per-
fon, hee is but comely, and handfome, &c. wee fay, mublam wi-
tium fine patrocinio, Cca Sanls
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Sanls Covetoufnefsin fparing the beft of the Hock; twas his de-
votion, ‘twas his zeal to Sacrifice; the Pharifees Covetoutnefs had
an a& of devotion to patronize or fet it off with, So Fezabel paints
her face, to make it feem comely.

2. Or elfeif hee cannot perfivade them to that, that they are
no fins, but confcience is mlightened and quickned, and checks
him for them, hee cannot ftand againft his own light, nor under
his own reproofs. _

Then hee perfivades them they are but veniall, and (mall fins,
or if great, yet pardonable, nay, and that ac any time, as the
Theef upon the Crofs, what ¢ fayeshee, Godis mercifull, andif
buc at the laft thou canft fay, God bee mevcafull tomee, Lord have
mercy npon mee, why then all is well, there is no doube of mer-
cy.

And becaufe men are better verfed in the Service-book, than in
the Scripture, perhaps hee will citea Text out there,

Avwhat time {oevera finner, &c.

This is the firlt fratagem, tokeep prefumptuous finners from
being humbled. And it hee prevail not then, buc that notwith-
ﬂundjing all thefe good words, a foul is convinced of fin, and hum-
bled for it; then hee hath a fecond.

2. A fecond Stratagem, and thatis to keep humbled finners
from beleeving; and that hee doth thefe wayes.

1. Hee labours to have them defpair of 2 pardon, and thac upon
one of thefe two grounds,

1. Hce will now tell you, eicher that your fins are greater than
can bee pardoned. As cain,Gen, 4.13.

Soitisin the Original, my fins are greater than can bee pardoned,

Hee will fo aggravate mens fins, and heighten mens trefpafles,
and fo leflenand fhieighten Gods mercy, that hee will indeavour
to perfwade their finsare above a pardon, they are greater than
Gods mercie to pardon; and thatis the firft way which hee deals
with ignoranc confciences in trouble,

2. Or if hee.cannot perfivade in  that, thenhee hach another
way to bring men to defpair, and that is from the will of God.

Why will hee fay, though thy fins are not greater than God
can pardon, yet they are greater than God will pardon: hee will
never bee mercifull to fuch a wreech as choun haft beens doft thou
think God will ever fhew mercy to fuch a vile finner as thou halt
been ¢ what, one who hath finned againft fuch a light, fuch means,
fuch mercies, and committed fo horrible fins, and continued in
them, And thus heeaggravares fin, ;

Asbetore hee leflened finall hee could to keep men from being
humbled; (o now hee aggravates fin, all hee can,to kecp men from
beleeving. As before hee inlarged Gods mercy above the bounds
of the Law, now bec inlargeth Gods Jufticeabove the bounds
of the Gofpel,

Before
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Before hee prelented to you, Gods mercy ina fal(e glafs, to
make you prefume.  And now hee prefents Gods Juftice to you
ina falfe glafs, to muke you de(pair.

And indeed of the two, heeis better able to fet out Gods
Jultice, than his Mercy, becaufe hee feels the one, and knows
whacic is, bucheefhall never cafte of the others hee can therefore
berter prefent Gods Juftice asitis, than Gods Mercy as it is.

2. Or if hee cannot bring men to defpair upon thefe grounds,
yetanother ftratagem hee hath to keep men from beleeving,

3. Andthatis chirdly, by telling them they are not difpofed
and fitted for mercy, you are not broken for fin, you do not Jove
God, &ec.

Andin this ftratagem hee labours to hinder us, by telling us
wee want fuch difpofitions, as follow beleeving, more than fuch
15 g0 betore Faithy yet hee oftentimes ufeth the other, and cells
men, they are not humbled enough, not broken enough; before
tflt.;y were humbled, then any thing would ferve the turn to dif-
pofe and fit them for Mercy; and now they are humbled, hee tells
them, they are never humbled enough,

Before, a ligh ina good mood was enough to qualifie them for
Mercy, and the Promife.  Now fighs, groans, tears, daily break-
ings under the burthen of fin is all nothing, allis too little,

Indeed hee fain would have thee to lye inHell, and ftay there,
or if hee doth not object againtt thy foul che want of humiliation,
Why then heewill tell thee, thou wants Faith; if thou had'ft
Faich, then thou might go over to the promife, buc thou wants
Faith; and what doth hee meanby that, why that is, thouwants
affurance; hee would put men to affurance, before they do be-
leeve; hee would put them to the evidence, Chrift is their Savi-
our, betore hee fuffer them to reft upon Chrift asa Saviour, Or if
not this; yet hee will tell chee, thou want't fuch and fuch difpofi-
tions before thou can beleeve, hee would fain have men eicher to
bring fomething of their own to the Promife, or hee would have
men to expect thefe things before they goto the Promife, when
indeed thele chings follow upon the fouls clofing with the Pro-
mife.

"Thus dothSatan keep many poor {ouls in 2 hoodwinkt condition,
and hinders them from going over to Chrift and the Promife.
And chatis the ﬁr}i.

2. The fecond ground why men are fo flow to beleeve, and
thatis taken from themfelves,

1. Icdotharife from their ignorance, they know not the tenor
of the Covenant, the tearms of Mercy, Men brought out ofa
finfull condition, once awakened to fee their fins, can think of no-
thing but working themfelves to lie, licking them(elves whole,
therefore they fall upon prayers, duties (as I have fometimes

told you) as lo many bribes for 2 pardon, asfo many pem;igi
ai
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iu_i;i'uui for the purchale of Mercy,

W ee run naturally to the Covenant of werks, but wee muft bee
drawn betore wee can go to the Covenant of Grace. No wan can
come excepl, &cs Johu 6. 444 A convinced man runs to the Cove-
nant of works, but hee muft bee a converted man, that goes wu-
ly to the Covenant of Grace.

2, 1t dothawile from our pride often, thit wee will not tike
Mueicy gratis, wee will not deny our felves, and clofe with Mexcy
as God tenders e,

You havea ftrange phrafcin Rem, 10, 3. thej would not fubmie
10 the Righteonfncfs of Faithy here are proud hearts indeed, thatie
fould bee matter ot [ubmiffion for a condemned man 10 takea

ardon, a wounded man to take a plaifter, a fick man a cordiall, a
maked man cloathing, aloft finner a Saviour. One  would think
this is ftrange, that it (hould bee a mateer of fubmidion to accepe
of the Righteouliefs of Chrift to bee faved.

But wee like well of the Spiders motto, wibi folo debeo; Towe
al) to my. {clf; and would bee content to climb to Heavenbya
thread of our own {pinning.

God is willing to give, and wee would deferve, hee would
hive all of Gruce, and wee would have all of debt. ' Wee would
tain bring our penny to the Promife; yea when wee are nothing,
wee would bring our own nothingnefs, So hard it is to make a foul
cipty, and when that s done to bring thac empty foul over o
the Promife, ,

. Athird ground from our (elves, whick makes men humbled
{0 ﬁow tobeleeve, It may bee oo much tendernefs, chey are af-
traid of abufing Gods Juftice in cheir cloles wich his Mercie ; Oh
tay they ! Tam affraid ot prefuming ot Mercy. It was their fault
betore to prefume the fear ofit, their faule now. Tlay to pre-
fume of Mercy was their taule betore, and che fear of prefuming is
their fault now.

One would think this to carry a fair forcheady they dare not
beleeve fay they, and why fo ¢ becaule they we aftraid to pre-
{ume; is got this a good prerence ¢

But ahi ! heicis the Prince o darknefs, like the Angel of light;
let us examine it,thou fyeft chou dareft nut beleeve,becaute thou
art affiaid o pretume. And why doft thou fear to prefume

Its p:'t-!'umprmp to beleeve Mercy, and yet continue in a way
of fin; and it is psclumption 1o expect Mecy in away of unbe-
liet, buritis no prefumption to beleeve.  Why doft thou fear
thou ihult prefume ¢ thou canft not fay, thou takes that which
doth not belong to thee, for it belongs to whoever cantake it:
Buc 1t may bee thou fayeft thou are not ficted for Mercy, thouart
then fic tor Mercy, when thou are made willing to clofe with Mer-
cy in the tearms of Mercy, thatis to take Mercy, as to render up
thy [e)f to duty, as to give up thy felf te obey,

K But
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But thou fayeft thou fhalc prefume, for thou art not worthy
of Mercy.

And wouldeft thou bee worthy of Mercy ¢ doft thou know
what thou fayeft v wouldeft thou deferve Mercy ¢ where then
were Grace ¢ ‘This overthrows the Covenant of Grace ¢ it cannot
beea Covenant of Grace, it there fhould bee any thing of thy
bringing, which is not of Gods beftowing.

May wee not fay to thee truly what Eliad, Davids Brother
fallely {aid to him, when liee told him hee came out for Gods
Glory. Hee tells him no, itwas the pride of his heart, 1 sam, 17.
28. So thou pretends Gods Glory, thoun fayeft becaufe thou
wouldeft not wrong Gods Juftice, and make Gods Mercy a finfull
mercy, therefore thou doeft not beleeve; but take heed it bee not
the pride of thy heart.

It the cime would permit, [ would puc fomething o thee, 1. By
way of Queftion. 2. By way of Suppofal.

1. That which I fhould have put to thee by way of queftion
fhould have been, 1. Couldft thou not have beleeved God would
bee mercifull unto thee, if thou wert not fo finfully 2. If thou
wert more humble, if thou hadft more Grace, couldft thou not bee
content to pennance thy (elf for a time, for thy former fin; were
not this good, and what were thisbut to make thy hungiliationa
ftep to Mercy, toapardon ¢

2, That which I would {:ut by way of fuppofal, Suppofe thou
hadft beena Traytor, and thy Prince fhould offer thee a pardon for
all thy treafon, upon condition of acceptance, and rendring up thy
{elf to him for fervice. And thou fhouldeft refufe a pardon be-
caufe thouart a Rebel or Traitor, or becatife thou doubt’ft of the
truthand reality of thy Princes tender ¢ or elfe becaufe thou
thinkeft thou art not able to do him fervice for future, therefore
wile not accepr of a pardon for prefenc; what fhould wee think of
this 7 Or {uppofe a Creditor fhould tell thee, if thou wouldeft
bue bring thy books, come rohim, and reckon with him, and ac-
knowledge thy debt, hee would pardon thy debt.  And the deb-
tor fhould now refufe to cowme.

1. Either becaufe hee is not able to pay. 2. Or becaufe hee
thinks hee {hall bee able to difcharge all himfelf in time. 3. Or
elle becaule hee doubts of the truth of his intention, in ftead of
bringing him to reckon that hee might pardon hims hee intends
to arreft him, and caft him into prifon.  Is not here a great deal of
pride, and unbeleef, and wronging oflove ¢

And how fhall wee interpret this ftanding off 2 is not the cale
altke. God tenders mercy to thee, as a Prince, a pardon, and thou
refufeft, why ¢ either thou beleeveft not the truch of this, that
God offers pardon upon beleeving; or elfe thou thinks to deferve
thine own pardon.

S0 God offers thee an acquittance, if thou wilt bring thy bool:i

an
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and come and reckonwith him, contels {in, acknowledge Mercy,
but theu commeft not, and what is the reafon ¢ cither thou belee.
veit not the truth of thisy this is too good news to bee true, thoy
thinkeftit is but o take advantage agamft thee,

You think when you go to God in conteffion, you goas a debtor
into the hands of a hard Creditor,who doth but wait coarreft him,
Y ou cannot beleeve the truth of this offer, or elfe you chink you
{lall bee ableto pay your own debt in time.

4. Another ground from our felves, why wee are (o flow 10 be-
lcewes is, that wee doubt of Gods will, wee doube whether God
will have mercy on us, yea or no.

Tc iswith us as witha Prince or Creditor, as before : were wee
bue well fetled in the Major of the Gofpel, in thefe truths.

1. That God fent his Son for thie cud, into the world to fave poor
finners.

2. That Chrifl was_able to fave tothe utmoft.

3. Avdthat Chrift was aswilling as hec is powerfulls wee fhonld
%01 bee fo flow of heartto belecve,

My Brethren,what can God do more to perfwade you of his
willingnefs? nay more, what could Chrift do more than is done ¢

Will you go by his revealed will ¢ and that youfhall bee judg.
ed byat theli;a& day, why there you fee nothing buc willingnefs
of God and Chrift to accept of them who come,

If you fhould go by the revealed will of man, you may bee de-
ceived, they may fpeak one thing and intend another.

But if you go by the revealed will of God, you cannot mifcar-
1y, becaufe Gods heartis really the fume  that  his word is, hee
fpeaks not a fyllable more thanbee will make good.

Men (peak often more than their hearts, or they may fpeak
contrary to their hearts, but God doth not, hee really intends what
hee {peaks

And his revealed will tells thee, that hee would have chee (a-
ved by comming, &c. that if thou wilt beleeve, thou fhale bee fa-
ved. Thatifthouconfefs, &c. therefore no caufe to doubt of
Gods will,

5. A fifth ground of our flownefs to belecve. Tt may bee you
finde fome reft to your fouls on this fide Chritt.

It may bee you have been troubled for fin, have been in an-
guifh of confcience, and you have prayed, you have mourned,and
thereupon have gotten fome peace, and quiet in your fouls, and
you {eek no further.

This is to lick your lelves whole.

And how often, how ordinarily doth thefe things ftahd between
us and Chrift, between us and the Promife; if wee found no peace
nor fatisfaéion in thefe, then wee fhould go over to Chuift, but
finding this on chis fide Chrilt, thereforeare wee flow of heart #0
beleeve,

Now
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Now to take away this, you muft know that thac peace which
is not {etled upon the heart by apromife, by beleevings that
pezce will never do you good, a true trouble were beteer,

Itis not works, but Chrift, not praying, but beleeving, not
the Law, butthe Gofpely Chrift the Promife, that brings true

cace into the foul,

Indeed the ocher may give a man fome eafe for the time, byt
this will never work a found and fubftantial peace.

Y ouread in the Wildernels there was no plaifter for the ftune
Ifpaclite, but looking up to che brazen Serpent. °

So there is no remedy fora ftung finner, of which the former
was a type, both in the malady, and in the remedy, but looking
up unto Chrift, beleeving in him.

And you fee how Chrift doth parallel them in Foh. 3.14, 15.
wAs M ﬁfﬁ a’ifr up the 8 erpent in the Wifdermﬁ, o,

Ifthe ftung’ /fraclire had made a confe€tion of the beft herbs in
the Wiidernefs; a plaifter of all the foveraign ingredients in the
World, and applied with it Mountains of Prayers, Seas of tears;
yer this would not have helped him, if with Jl he had not Joeked
upo he brazen Serpent. _

God hud {er up that way, and nothing elfefhould do the cure.
Soler the ftung finner make what phaifter hee will of duty, of
prayers, for che falving of confcience, the healing of the wound,
yet if hee do not look up, belceve never,healed never,

I grant it (to prevent an obje¢tion) thac thefe duties may do
fomething for the ftay of a mans {pirit, and the quieting ot con-
fcience for a time, becaufe being fuch things as God hath com-
manded, and in Gods way, they may have fome influence into a
mans confcicace, for the quieting and ftilling of it for pre-
fent.

But thefe are all too fhort to bring a found and fubftantial peace
into the foul; it is not working,but beleeving, not duty,but Chift
that muit do thac,

1f God had intended chis for thy cure, if thefe had been fuffi-
cienr, what need had hee to have fenc Chrift into the Worlds
what nced had Chrift to have dyed and fhed his bloudzGod might
have given man ability to have performed duty, and all had then
been done.

But the fending of Chriftinto the World, and the fhedding of
his bloud,fhews it was a greater work toredeem fouls,

Indeed chefe things are {ubfervient to the plaifter, to the cures
but thefe things are not the plaifter, not the cure, -

By Prayer wee feek and beg fora phifter ina wounded condi-
tion; and by Prayer wee praife God when the plaifter hath been
applicd, but this is not the cure, this isnot the plifter, God ne-
ver intended that, _

So by hearing wee have difcovered to us where the plaifter i; to

Dd ee
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bee had, and by hearing atterward, wee do bur difcover our wil-

lingnefs to know more of Gods will, chat  wee might obey him,
but this is not the plater. !

So by works and obedience betore healing, wee do butcm-l-y
our felves in fuch a deportment and demeanure,as they fhould do,
who waic tor fuch 2 mercy trom God; and Dy works and obed;-
ence afterwards wee do but declare our thanktulnefs to God when
the cure is wrought, but this is not the cure, bcing jultified wee
work, wee do not work that wee may bee juftified.

And thercfore though you ihould get fome obviousreficfh-
ment by the performance ot duties in the purfuic of Chritt, ye let
not this {lacken, but quicken you in your way; bee chankfull for
it, quickencd by it, and ftill remember o arife, this is not your
reft,
Hee whorefts on this fide Chrift, will reft on this fide Hea-
ven. All your duties will bee but ropes of fand, like chains of
glafs, toe brickle to draw your fouls to Heaven.  Though natu-
rall confcience may get fome fatisfaction from chefe fprings, the
performance of duticsy yer thele are too fhallow to fatisfic the
thirft of a gracious heart.

They are ncither full, norare they pure, nor are they permz-
nent and lafting fprings. As Imight fhew yous not full, becaufe
wrought out ot our fclves, not pure, becaufe mingled with our
impertections, muddy fprings; our juftifying righteounfnefs is per-
teét, buc our fanétifying righteoufnefs is impestect, nor are thev
conftant, Droaghe will come, the time will come, when thefe will
bee too fhort to reach comfortinto thy foul, thatif God lead thee
not to afpring, at laft thou are nndonc-

‘The Brook Chersth did fupply Elijab for a time, butatlaft it
dryed up, and could afford him 0o Water, and had not God
brought him then unvoa fpring hee had perithed.

So there are many, wholyc a long time by the {prings of duty,
the ftreams of pertormances, and they get fome refrefhment there
which keep themoff from going to Chrift; but the time will
come that chele waters will fail, and if then thou haft not a foun-
tain, a Chuift to go to, thou wile perifh for all chis.

Where on the contrary, here in the greateft droughe thou fhale
findc waters enough, Fer. 17,7, 8. Bleffed ds the man who trufteth
in the Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is, for hee [ball bee as a tree plan-
ted by watersy and fball not fee when drought commeths his leaf fhall
becereen, and hee fhall 2ot bee carefull in the years of dronght.

Years of droughe hee fhall never fee, never bee fenfible when
heat commethy, bis leaf fhall bee green.  And  thus much for the
{econd ground, why wee are fo flow of beart to belceve,

3. Ground why weeare (0 flow of heart 1o bebecwve, is taken from
others, 1. Their heights.

2, Their depths,
1. Wee
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1. Welook uponthe heighis of others, W rceothers of theSaind,

cinent in Grace, thining with holinets, adorned with gifts and
grzcious indowments,they can pray,they can command their paffi-
ans.  And then reflecting upon our felves, and fecing our own
imperfections;  our frowardnels of fpirit, our untowardne(s of
heart, our weaknels, " and deadnefs, wee are thereupon difcou-
roed, and kept off troni the Promife of life, &c.

Leold you the laft day, that wee look upon the beft of others;
sndd the worft of our lelves; upon the beft, not the worft of o-
thers. You look upon their inlargements, not their ftraitsy their
erices, not their comuptions;  thew  heights, not their depths,
thew comnforts, not their croubles s their vitories, not their
foiki,

Thisis che difference beiween you and wicked men, they look
w i the won ft of the Suincs,hamj by that draw incouragements
tofin, or ifnot, yet make ule ot their imperfections to counte--
hance their deadness, but you look upon the beft of others; and
bec:use you fall fhort of that eminency in them, you are therenp-
i d: couraged and wounded in your comtorts,

But admit that others of the Saints were as excellent as thou
feelt them, as thou apprehends them, and grant it that thou wert
weak and tull of many imperfections, Yet why fhould this keep
thee off from Chutft and the Promile. Itis firange that that which
thould draw thee to the promite, thould drive thee from the Pro-
i vy willaman refufe phyfick, becaufe hee is fick ya cordial,
becaufe hee is faint; meat; becanfe heeis hungry ; mony, becaufe
hee is poor; cloathing, becaufe naked; you would think this to
ee unrexionable, and why not the other ¢

Affure your felves thit is not a good fight of imperfection, that
fhall either blinde, or bleer the eye of Faith, and hinder us from
beholding Chrrift and the Promile, dr chae fhall difcourage,and de-
ter us from going over to Chriftand the Promile, .

Thou would’tt bee as others'of che Saints betore thou didft be-
leeve; thou maft beleeve before thou can bee as others are, that
which pue a difference between thee and him was Faichy thereis
the (ame treafury, and the fame fulnets in Chrift for thee, as for
others; if thou get Faith to make ufe of ic.

Relides, vhy fhould imperte@ions keép thee of 2 What man
will rejecta prefent pardon becaufe hee fees himfelf unable to
do; the Prince future fervice ¢ who will not take it; and bee more
thanktull, and the more admire the Princes clemency that (hould
azocepr of him atter all his vebellions, when yechee could have no
¢ye or relpet to any future fervice of advantage hee could do the
Prince. And why then fhould wee reject Gods pardon, becaufe
wee {ee notour felves able to dohim future fervice,  You thould
take i¢ and bee more thankfulk, more admire the riches and free-

nefs of Gods Grace, who juftifies the ungodly. _
Dd 2 Cer-
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Ceitonly that which gives you the advantage, and puts “you
into the way of the admiration of God, ferves the end moft which
God aimes at in giving of pardon; therefore hee pardons that you
mightadnire and {ay, Mscah7. 8. Who is a God like unto thee,
pardoning iniquity ? but the more fin, the more imperfections, the
more advantage you have to admire the riches and freenefs of
Gods Grace and Mercy; therefore why fhould this dilcourage

ou<¢

Befides, though Princes may pardon former trealon, yet
they cannot ch:mEe the traiterous heare, nor car they inable them,
for the future to bee Joyal and obedient. But now God can, with
the pardon of fin, hee canand doth change the heare of the finner,
hee tends him away wish another heare, with the forgivenefs of
tormer difobedience, heggives ftrengeh and abilisy to obey for
tuture; and therefore why fhould either prefent fenfe of fin and
impertection, or the apprehenfion of the want of future ability,
keep us off from clofing with Chrift and the Promife; feeing by
this the fjn is pardoned, the nature is healed, and the foul inabled
to future fervice,

Indeed the way to do him ferviceis to comein, &c.

2, Aswee look upon others heights, fo wee look upon others
depths, and by that keep off from the Promife,

It may bee, wee fee and hear of others of the Saints who hae
been exercifed with great troubles, terrors, legal breakings, &c.
and have been in fad conditions, it may bee, for many months, nay
years, and chou refleéteft uponthy [i:!f, and feeft thou was never
thus humbled, chou never had experience of fuch legal breakings,
esther none at all, or not in that meafure which others have had;
and thereupon thou concludeft cercainly the Promife doth not be-
long to mee, -

And this is another ground which prevails wich many, &c,

Now to take oft this ina few words.

1. Why (hould anothers humiliation bec a pactern for thee?
when it may bee that which inlarged his troubles were,

1. Some outward crofs and aftliction whick was joyned to his
inward trouble; as when the fountains from below, and windows
trom above were opened, there was 2 great flood, a deluge,

So when afflictions from beneath, and troubles from above
concurre, thisis a deluge of forrow.

2. .Or may bee that which inlarged another mans trouble, was
fome horrible temprations, injections of Satan, blafphemous
bloudy thoughts, &¢.

3. Or may beg fome bodily diftemper, the predominancy of
fome humour, as melancholly, which gives edge and entertain-
ment to terrors, and fpiritual troubles.

4. Or maybee his ignorance, in the Covenant of Grace, the
tearms of Mercy,

50 Or
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5. Ormay beethelong concealing of his trouble; asyou fee
David, Pial. 32,

6. Or may bee giving credit to the | ing fuggeftions of Satan.

7. Ormay bee his pride, his unbelief, jealouly, frowardne(s of
fpuit, as ir is with fuch as will nourith themf(elves in a needleffe
bondage, and will not hearken after comfort, making their chains
heavier than God hath made them; who will not fuffera thought
ot hope or comfort to enter through the anguith of their bondage.
Like the Childrenof Ifrael in Egypt, Exod. 6. 9. God fent them
delivery, but they looked not atter it, through the extreamity of
their bondage. Andis there any reafon then, that ochers humilia-
tion fhould bee a pattern tothee, Thou mighteft as well defire
parcof their crofs, which vet thou wouldft not do, for a grear pare
of many miens humiliations,is either their fin,or their crofs, &c,

2. Why fhould other mens humiliations bee a pactern for
thee; when yet God doth not require the fame meaFure, nor is
the {ute mealure alike neceffary to all, neither in refpect of God,
orofmen? -

1. Notin refpect of man: fome need not fo much as others.

As fome mens flefh is harder ro heal than others, fo fome mens
hearts, A Needle may do that toone, which alance willgot do
to another. A frown to one, which blowswill not do to ano-
ther,

Some men are of crabbed and untoward fpirics, and knotey
blocks had need ofhard wedges.

2. Some men have longer fcores, greater reckonings, have
been greater finners than others, and though not ever, yet ordina-
rily God doth proporcion the forrow to the fin.

3. Somc men of greater parts, of greater places, who are not
(o esfily humbled, many things may bee in the fubject, which may
vary the cate. :

And as the fame mealure is not neceflary itirefpe@ of man, fo
the fanse is not necefary inrefpect of God, his ends are various.

1. Some men hee intends to beftow greater meafure of grace
upon, than upon others, and hee layes a proportionable foundati-
on,

2. Some hee intends to ufe as one of a thoufand, to comfort o-
thersy therefore hee doth exercite them wich difficulties, wich hu-
miliations, eclipfes of his favour, with temptations, injections ot
Satan, decayes, relaples, thae they may bee experimentally able
tofettle and comfort others 3 Cor. 1. 4.

3. Some hee intends for great fervices; great imployments,
to make them Champions in his caufe. And thercfore hee doth
humble them the more at cheir bringingin, As you fee Pasl, Lu-
ther, Anguftine. All Gods fpcoplc arc Souldiers, but few are
Champions, fome hee hath for lighter skirmithes, and lefs humi-
miliation will ferve sheir tuin to prepare shem for them, -

But
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sut fuch as hee intends Yor the main bactle, to bee Champions
in his caule, hee doth utually exercile widh greater difliculties,thoe
{o.they might not ftast afide in the day ot eryal.

4. Some hee intends to bee patterns and examples of motifi-
cation in the world, and therefore carries them on with troubles
of fpiic, and lets chem lye longer in them, that being raited up,
they may bee dead to the World ever ateer, .

Thus you fee the like meafures are not neceffary, neicher inre-
fpectof Gods ends, nor in refpect of your felves; and why then
thould any mans humiliation bee a pattern tor thee?

All that can bee (aid inicis chis, that fo muchis required, as o
caft us ontof our felves, make us weary of our fins, willing to fell
all; cue off right hands, pull out right eyes, to pait with the deae
reftand beloved fins for Chrift,

Wee all agree,ic is (ufficient when ic doth caft 2 man out of him-
felt, and bring him over to Chnift; and how much thac is whocan
[t down?
 Alefs degree will do that in one, which it will not in another;
if the fume mealutes were alike neceflary for all, chen it would
follow,

1. That every one is (o to Jabour to come to that mealure,asto
receive no comtort in the Promife till hee have attained it.

2. Andit would follow, that what comfort any may have
gotten in che Promife, they are to yeeld up, if they have not had
the like mealures thacothers have ateained to; and what perplexi-
ties, tears, doubts, would fo bee lett in the coniciences of men, for
that they would never finde a bottome to ftand on,

As in Grace,a man would never have comfore, if his comfore
were o atife trom the meafures, and nottrom the truth, So in
humiliation, many poor fouls in taking others for a pactern, have
Joft the rulg,and put themfelves into a grearer in capacity to clofe
with the Promife, at a greater diftance trom Chrift than they were
befores and have made themfelves miferable for the prefent, and
tor the futwre, and {o have gone  drooping ¢ven to their graves.
And it had been beteer for many {peakers and hearers toos ifchis
Doctrin had been prefled more betore, How many have had their
heads broken in peeces withit, and it is eafier for thefe wroubles
ro break the head, than to break the heart, :

But cthus much for the {econd.

Thus you fee wee have finifhed che two generals, That wee are
fiav of beart to beleeve.

What are the grounds that men are flow of heart 1o beleeve?

3. Wee come to the next, whacare the reafons chat this tem-
per of fpirit is fo offenfive unto God ¢ I have given you many rea-

“fons inmy Sabbath dayes difcourfe on the third of Fehn, Why

God was fo [evercagainft unbeleef. _
All whjch would ferve as fo many demonftrations of this potat,
wee
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wee will at chis time adde but thefe three more.

Reaf. 1. Slownefs of heart 1o belecve, is a temper very offenfive
10 God, becaufe itargues and fpeaks a corrupe heart.

A heart byafled with other refpects which hinders from clofing
with Chrift. As Chrift faith, Fob. 5. 44. How can you belecve
when you feck bomour; when youare byafled with fuch refpeéts as
thele s ' ¢

Such a fpiric, cither it argues ignorance, or pride, or love of fin,
or jealoufy of the truth of God, the goodnefs of God, and this is
very offenlive; jealoufy is the rage of a man, &c. whichis more
provoking, becaufe God hath fo far condefcended to our weaknefs
for our eftablifhment, that hee hath not only given us his Promife,
his Covenant, his Oath and Seal; and all to comfort us. And if
notwithftanding all this, wee fhall nourifh 2 fpirit of jealoufy, and

cherifh our doubts and diftrufts; chismuft needs bee very difplea-.

fing unto God,  Fa mobis fi nec juranti- Deo credimus. Aug. If 2.
man fhould give you his Promife, and yer to fatisfic you to his
Promife, hee fhould annex his Oach, and to his Oath his Seal, &e.
If yernotwithftanding you will bee jealous and diftruft him, how
would this make amans bloud to rife how would hee break
forth intorage ¢ what, will you not beleeve mee? do you think
mee to bee a Devil 2 do you think I will bee perjured ?&c.

And how much more muft this provoke God, who is immu-
tably true of hisword. One fyHnEIc being a better bottome for
afoul toreft upon, than all the Proteftations of men and Angels;
men though true, Angels though true, yet they are not in them-
felves immutably true, becaufe they are but Creatures, but now
God is, heeistruth it felfy nofhadow of change in him.,

Nay, and not only true, but able to make good his Word,
what hee hath promifed. Men may bee wue, and yet want ability
to perform, but what God hath faid; hee will do, becaufe hee is
faithfull; and hee is able ro do, becaufe almighty,

And hath God condefcended to us (o far, as not only te give us
his Promife, his Oath, Covenant and Seal; and are wee yet fow
of heart tobeleeve? dowee yet nourifh jealoufies and diftrufts 2
Why then judge if this muft not nceds bee a high provocation of
God.

And that is the firft reafon, becaufe thisfin {peaks ccrruption
of heart.

Reaf, 2. Becaufe fuch a fpiric what in it lyes, makes void and
null the greac things of God, 1 fay as much as inthee lyes, for
thou canft notdott.  Asthe Apoftle faith, God i faithfull whe-
ther men beleewve, or beleeve not : fo God is mercifull, powerfull,
wile, gracious, true, whether men will beleeve, or beleeve not.

But this I fay, as muchas in thee lies, thou makeft void
all the great and frupendious things of God, weewill name thefe

feven,
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1. Thou makelt voud the greac councels of God, all the
thouglits of his wildome in contriving fuch a wiy, to advance his
afory in the (alvation of men,  God had purpoled and conrived
trom everlafting to make himfelt glorious, to fet up and advance
the glory ot his wildome and grace, and  this is the way his wil-
dome pitched upon trom ¢verlafting, to do all this by fending of
Chrift into the World, and thou by ftanding out, doft not only
fruftrate Gods ends in chy falvation, burasmuch as in thee lyes,
nulleft and makedt void all the thovghts and contrivings of his
witdome; for all this is to no purpole, while thou ftands out and
wilt not beleeve,

2. Thou makeft void all the thoughts of his Mercy, in which
he defired tofec forth himfelf, and make himieltvifible to the logt
fens of men, by fcuding of Chriftintoche World,

But now if thouwilt not beleeve, to what purpofle weie all
thefe grear things of God, towhat purpote was all this glorious
fabrick of Gods mercy and councel, which was the greateft thing

-that ever camne upon his hearez Gods mafter-peece, which wene to

thie height of his skill and wildome, o the height ot his mercy and
fove, Beyond which cthere is a now altra in Gods  thoughs,
there was no further or more, God could ge no highar than him-
felf, all was infinice; but thou in ftanding off doft annul, and make
void all the thoughts of his mercy, and his love, if others fhould
do the like, towhat purpofe then wereall ¥ ic would make all
this void, and tono purpofe: thou doft it as much as in thee lyct,
If «man thould make a curious peece that fhould publifh his skill,
hiis greatnefs, wifdome, anda man come and break i allin peeces,
nould hee not beegreatly ofiended 2 And whata fearfull thing
isit, tomake void that wherein God fe himfelt, to make himfelt
glorions 2 to obleure that in which God. fet himfelf, to make
Tiafelf vifible ine bue thou, who art flow nfii-mrr to beleewe (as far
as it lycs inthee ) deftihis, and cherefore whata provocationof
God muft this bee ¢
3. Thou doft as much asin thee lyes, make void all the pu:
pofes of Gods mercy to thee, The greatend which God aimed ac
i this greac work of fending Chift mto the World, was thac thon
mighteft beleeve in him, and live, Now if thou ftand out, and
4ill not come in, will not clofe with him, thou doft what lyes n
thee,to make void all the purpofes of God to thee for good. I fay,
what lyesin thee, for thou fhalt never do it the clection fhall bring
theein; Gods purpofe (hall bring thee to his Promife. Our fins
may alter Gods conditional purpofes of temporal mercies; as hee
tells chem, x Sam. 2. 30. 2 fuid indeed, ihat thy houfe, and the honfe
of thy Fathers [hould walk before mee for evers bus now fuith the

Lord, bec it far” from mee, for 1hey that honour mee, I will honowr; e

But thou fhalt never bee able to make void Gods eternal purpofes
of good to thee; busycee take heed of tempting God, provoki:;[g
Go 3
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God;God may make thy body fmare for it, though he fave thy foul ac laft; make chee
know better, not try conclufions, But I fay, whatlycs inthee chou dolt ditauul all
the purpofcs of Godto thcf: for good, whichisa fc:u'[ul_ thing.

4 Thou doft whaclyes inchee, fruttrate che expe@ation ol God. Youknow it is 2
great affliction toa manto have his expeétation frullrawed, and che greater the good
which was expeited, the greacer the cutand wound to be difuppoined and fruftvaced.
Why 1 fay (may I {peak after the manner of men) thou doft whac lycs in thec, to fru-
firate all the expeétations of God: Why, what were. Gods expe@arions ? bue that thou
thouldeft receive his Son, if hee fent him; thac thou thouldeft imbrace Chrilt, beleeve
in him. And chis {cemsto be {weetly inlinuated in the parable, Adar, 21, 37, Mark,
1206, Surely they will reverence my Som, thongh they had abuled the Prophets, &c. yet
fisrely they willreverence my Somthey owe fo much homageto mee, orthey will look
upon him (o greata perfomthe Son of God;Surely they will reverence my Son.But how-
ever his Perfon and Parentage thould not procure reverence, yet the {ervice he came
abou will be a graceful fervice; hee comes to be Saviour, hee comes to tedeem them
from Hell. Certainly hee will bee a welcome gueft tothem;  Oh how willing will
they be o receive him ? how glad to encertainhim? with what open armes will they
imbrace him ? how ready to obey himy ? Surely they witl veverence my Sor. And in
teafon who would not bave thoughc fo 2 what welcome mighe not the King of glo-
ty expedt, the Priuce expedt, who cameupon fucha bufine(s? 'What mighe nor a
Prince expectwho camc to loofen the captives, to redeem vallals, to relieve diftrefled,
break chaws 2 Sure inall reafon hee fhould havebeen veccived wich all joy, wich all
acclamations and willing imbraces ¢ This God expelted. Bur now when in ftead of
receiving, we reject Chuitt, fleighe Chrift, undervalue Chrift, when we will not dlofe
with him, &c. how doth this crofs the expectation, and fruftrate it

5. We dowhat lyes in us to make void Gods end in {ending Chrift. What was che
end which God aimed at in this plot, in contriving {uch a way, in fending Chrift into
the World 2 this washis end, that we might beleeve and live, his glorys in our {alvati-
on. Surely the end mult needs be glorious, when the means and work was fo glorious:
if che foundation of this work were fo glorions, what will the whole ftru&ure bee?
Now this was one part of Godsend in {ending of Chrit, that thou thouldelt receive
Chrift; belceve in him, And fo long as thou ftandcft out, thou croffeft Gods end,, fru-
ftrates the end of God- An.i this muft needs be a great provocation of God.lt a man did
take a greatdeal of pains ina work ;(pentall histime  and indeavours tor fome end,
and a laft be crofled inthe end; the work is nothing to him. This provokes, ¢, Why
thou doft fruftrate Guds end ?

6. Thoudoft as much as in theelyes, make void the death of Chrift. thou makeft
allhis fufferings, and all his blood flicd to beto no purpole, What was the end that
Chrift fhed hisblood? whatwas theend Chrift dyed 2 why jtwas no other but this,
thac we mighe beleeve in him, and havea pardon? 8cc. But now fo long asthou {tandeft
out, thou fruftracctt all this; it all werehike tee, 1 pray thees to what purpofe
were the deach of Chrifl, che expence and fhedding of his blood 2 And therefore this
provokes much; if onc of us thould {utter much for the obraining of fuch an end, it
after hee had indured, to bee diappointed of i, this much provokes us.

\h',':&Th:)u doft as much as intheelyes, make void all the Promiles of God to

CiLle
God promifed and enzred into Covenant with Chrift; thac if hee would lay
down hisliicandblood, hee would make him King over Saiaes; hee would give
the Heathen for his inheritance, Scc. £fas §3. Hee [hall fee of the sravel of his fonland
bee farisfed, God promifed Chrift.that it hee would lay down his lite for 2 peoples
hee fhould have them; hee would give a people to him, ™ And thy ftanding ourdoth
what lyes inthee, to make this Promife void, to make God alyar tohis Son, c.
Thouthale not beeable.  Chrift ﬂ:l:tll havca people, God will yer fer his King, 8¢c.
i )"C(
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}ef. i all were like thee, where were Chrifts people 2

Nay, and thou robbeft Chrift of the reward and fruit of all his
deathand fufferings, this was the reward Chrift was to have for
his acath, &c,

If 2 man had fiveat, or fhed his bloud for fuch a thing, you
would not bee fo injurious to him, as to hinder him of the fruf of
it, every one would bee ready to cry out, of fuch ana& of
injuftice.

Why, thonart Chifts reward, hee fhed his bloud, laid down
his life tor this end, for this purpote. And by thy ftanding ous
thon doft what is in thee to rob Chuift of this his réward, the fruit
of his death, and therefore what a provocation is itz

Reaf. 3. Becaufe this temper keeps a manin an unlerviceable
condition, both to God and man.  And this muft nceds bee very
offentive to God.

It was one great end, that God fent Cliiftinto the World for,
thatwee might bee able to do him fervice; it was the end of our
Creation, and of our redemption too, that being redeemed out of
the hands of our enemies wee fhould ferve him, Lak. 1.74, 75.

Though our fervice was not the impulfive caufe ot Gods re-
deeming us, thoughit was not the motive, which did per(ade
and prevail with God to fend Clilt into the World, to re-
deem us, yet this wasanend, one main end which God aimedat
in fending Chrift into the World, thac wee mighe bee able to ferve
him without fear, &c. ,

Chrift did not difcharge us from the debe of fin, to free us from
the debt of [ervice; but therefore did hee pay the one, thatwee
might bee able to return the other. As the Apoflle, Rom. 8. 12,
where having thewed that wee are juftified, and our fins pardoned,
hee concludes, therefore Brethren, wee arc debters not 10 the flefh, .
Chrift hath broken ™ the bands of lubjection to others, that wee
might take upon us the yoak of fervice to him.

Chrift freed us from the curfeot the Law, that wee might
yeeld obedience to the Commands of the Law; from the
penalties, that wee might obey the Precepts; from the Law, asa
Covenant, thae we might walk in obedience to the Law asa Rule,
Plane dicimus decefsiffe lcgem quod oncra, dre. That as the Law
was givenwith Evangclical purpoles, {0 1t might now bee kept of
us with Evangelical principles.

So that this was one main end that God aimed atin ourredemp-
tion, thatwee might bee able to do lum favice,

Now therefore that which crofleth this greae end which God
aimed at, and keeps us in an unferviceable condition to God, muft
ueeds bee very offenfive to God,

But that unbeleeving doth, 1t makes you utcerly unfervice-
able to God.

There isa twofold unbeleef, 1, Reigning. 2. Remaining un-
beleet, Yor
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Tor the firdt, where Linociie 1eigns, Gt manis almgc:hs;-
dead, and no more able to do a peece of larvice 1o God, thana
derd man to perform actions of e, As Chrift Laich, 7ol 15, §,
without mee yee cair du nothiug.

And for the Jecond remamng Unbeliet {o fue as Unbelief re-
maime, 10 far 1T 0rs, fofar s ic prevadls, 1o fae are vou wounded,
ditubled rorfervice. Though dhicre bee not a total and umverfal
impoteneyy as ache tormer, yertheressa partial disabily,  and
this ts more or Jetle, according to the workings and prevatlings of
Linbeleet myou. .

Leis faid of Abrabam, Heb. 118, That by Fanh Abrabam obeyed
Ged, Andicwas abhigh at of obedience,

Itis Faith which dothinable us to obey, and quicken us in obe.
dience,

1. lebegets Soul-inabling- Principles, fuch Principles as are fui-
able to the command, and thing commanded.,

2. Faeli lupplies a man with Soul-inabling-firength from
Chnt.

Wee have not only inherent, but affiflant ftrength, not only
operative, bue cooperative, &c. from Chrift, and Fuich furnifli-
cth us withit,

3. Faich doth furnith @ man wich  Sowl-inabling-confiderations,
1. From God. 2. Fromthe work, 3. From the rewards, &c,

2. Icinables the Ton) to fuffer.

1. Tepues the foul inco a fuftering frame,

2. It doth turnith che foul with luffering refolutions; Faith
cloatheth the foulwith ftrong retblutions, as in the chree Chil-
dren, Dan. 3.

3. Futh begets fuffering graces. Courage, magnaniniity,
panience, humiliy, felt-denyal, contempt ot the World, high
mizitigs of Chrift

4. Faith layes in {uifering (trengeh, ftrength (rom God, from
the Promile, &c.

5. It propounds to the {oul tuttering rewards, for thefe light
afflictions which are but for a moment, work, &c. 2 Cor. 4. 17.
All which T mighofift large upon, w0 thew you hew Faich doth
mable the foul, &c. So Unbeleet ic keeps the foul in an unferv.ce-
able condition.  Hee thar doth not yeeld obedience to the pro-
mile maway of beleeving, cannot yeeld {ubjection to che Precepe
na way ot obeying; men of a bad beleet, cannever bee men ofa
good life.

Hence wee read, thac Faich and Obedience, and Unbeleef, and
Difubedienceare exprefled by the tame name, Rom. 15.3x. which
fhews how near they are rogecher, If you bee once beleevers, you
will then bee obedient, and while you continue in Unbeleef, you
muft needs bee difobedient. ;

Itis obferveable,that God gave the Law four hundred aad chir-
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1y yels el the Piomue, as (l]c Apottle faithy Gal, 3. 17. which
fhews, that Faith in che Promife muft bee the iprng ofall our o-
bedience to the Precept. )

When God gave the Law, {ee what a preface there is to obedi-
ences 1 am the Lordthy God,  Asithee had (aid, heve is chae which
muft inable you to obedience,

Afcer Adams fall, God doth not then give Limany new com.
mands, hee pues him not to work agam, but now to beleeve, hee
aave the Pronufe then, and not the Law, o thew that now hee
mult have anew Prinaple of working, betore Lee could wark,
hee muft now beleeve, that hee mighe bee abie to do. Many
men think they can do God better lervice by doubung, than by
beleeving, by ftanding, otl; than by commng, i,

Bue alas! Sacan deludes thee, 11 hee get berween theeand the
Promife, it hee keep thee oft trom Chaft, hee will either dit-
hearten chee from obedience, or hee will ditcourage and difible
thee in thy obedience.  Faitliis the fpring  of stion, the nie of
allobedience, without Chrift wee can do nothing, and withone
Taith, wee muft needs bee without Chnfts for Faith pives the
{oul union and communion with him, it implnes usinto Chruft, and
then, and not till then, wee bring torth fruie, _

Ttis (aid of Abraham, Heb. 11. 8. That by Faith Abraham cheyed
God,; and you know, it was a high aét of Obedience, the facviticing
of his Son, and fois the facrificing of our fins.  Itis Fauh alone
that doth inable the foul to do, t tutfer,

Wee now come to the Application, wherein I fhall bee brief,
becaute moft of it I {hall reter to the tecond Doctrin,

tfe 1. It fo, then (ce how Satan doth delude their fouls; whom
hee dpt:n'w;tdcs not to beleeve is a vertue, is & thing plealing unco
God.

Are there not many? who as Fonah (aid, bee didwell 1o bee angry.
So they fay, they do well not to beleeve, they do well to ftind
out, &c.

You Mhall hear fome make ic a macter of confcience not o be-
leeve, they oughe not to beleeves; fhould fuch fintul Creatures,
fuch vile wretches fo polluted ? &e. ‘

Should they beleeve, this were to prefume, to finagaintt Gods
Juftice in the clofes with his Mercy, this were to give holy things
todogs, &c. Satan prefents fin,

And {ome there are fowitty, asto objeét againft all chat can
be brought; as if they took a pride to:ugue themelves into a con-
dition of mifery, fetting the pride of their own carnal reafonings,
againft theriches and freenels of the mercy of Gods if you bring
a promife to them, when caft down for fin, and indeavour 10
faften a promife on them, they can tell you, thac chis is not the
meaning of the Promife, or certainly this Promife doth not be-
long to mee.

Alss
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Alas will they fay ! all ehisis but loft labour; you might aswell
cusy acordial o a dead man, as bring a Promife to them, ic is d
pusilets thing, 1f upon exammnacion wee fhall ditcover lome {poty
.. 2 Chuid in them, fome undoubted evidences of one whom God
sveaks mercy unto.  Yet they will tell youall thefe are talfe, all
St are i Hypocrity,  Testrue, if chefe things were in wruth
i e, L could then couceive fome hopes of mercy, buc I know
vicy are all in Hypocrifies they are all unfound and counterteit &c.
Lrgo no Murcy, . . )

1 hus doth many a poor foul take pains to reafon himfelf into
milery, and fide with Satan, and take part with the corruptions,
and unbeleevings ot his own heart againft lumielf,

And what will bee the end otite fure it will breed bitternc(s
mhe latrer ends tor the prelent, it is thy fin, and tor the furure, it
will bee thy nuferys cicher icwill caute God to withdraw himielf
sromi thee, as hee tells them, Dent. 32. 20. Or caute thee to with-
draw thy felf rom God.  As the Apoftle fpeaketh, Heb, 3. 12,
Take heed leaft there bee in you an evil heart of Unbeleef in dzparting
fraime the living God.  Hee that withdraws lumfelf trom the Pro-
inmtte, cannor long keep clofe o the Precepr; hee that keeps ac a
diftance from Mercy, will not long walk in the wayes of duty.

When the workings of natural confcience are done; when Fears
are allayed, when troubles are blown over, then willall fervice
bee done tooy ifnot, yerthe continuance of troubles, and fears,
will make you caft oi all, and fay, thereis no hope; or will difcou-
rage your hearts in your walking, thar your lite will bee little bet-
ter than a martyrdome, wich continual racks and troubles,  Irwas
before thy finnot to beleeve, but now it will bee thy mifery, be-
fore thou wouldeft not, naw thou canft not. Thou foughteft
arguments before o keep hee off trom the Promife, and " thou
wiltnow feek as many arguments, againft tuch arguments which
might bring thee over to the Promi(e. And this miferable unbe-
leet, is the truie of intul unbeleet.  This difabilicy o come to the
Promite, is the punihment ot thy tormer flowneis ro comne to the
Promife, And this cemper you thall fee in many, who have reafo-
ned themlelves down, do findeit now o harder  work o reafon
themielves up agam, ;

Who have put themlelves into a greater incapacity to clofe with
the Proimife by thole wiyes which chey have choughe to bee help-
ful to them  Ttis cafier to give entertaimnent to carnad realo-
nmngs, to the fuggeltons of Satan; and the objections of our own
flefl-y heares, than to get vid of them again,

Many have givenwilling encercainment to thefe ae hrfl, who
would more gladly beerid of them afterward if they could.

But the continuance ot chemis a fruitof your entertainment of

them. :
If you will entertain doubrs and fears, and fet up your own car-

nak
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nil 1'e;:ibnings-.|g;unft the Promue, then you thall have doubrs,
andl Fers, wnd cinad veatonings when you would not, to keep
you from che Pronule,  As God Eud\m another cafe, Hof. 8 11,
Becanfe you have made many Altars 1o fin, thofore Altars [hall bee
unto yoir 10 fin. Sohere, becaule you iave it up your carnal rea-
fonings, and your unbeleeving thoughts agaict the Promife, to
hinder you from clofing with the Promife, therefore carnal realo-
nings, &c. thali bee a hinderance, &eo . _

Tlus is maferable Unbeleet, a truit of finful Unbeleef; which
the more muferable, the lefle fintuly che more fcen, the more for-
rowed for; the more lamented and mowrned for, the lefie fintul;
while it was your finit was not feen, it was not forrowed for, and
now itis, &¢. and the more mifery, thelefle your finin Gods ac-
count, Carnal reafonings were betore your pr'id{f, now your
grief; you fought them before, youwould bee nid of them now;
they were your delight before, now they ae your troable, yous
mifcry, which is fomething.

But they had not now continued to bee your mifery, if they
had not before been entertained as your fin, &c. This is the truic
of flownefs of heart to beleewe.

#fc 2. Is of Exhortation. If fothen, three things. 1. Bee
convinced of the greatnefs of the fin, 2. Bee humbled for i,
3. Bee quickened to beleeve, _

1. Bee yeeconvinced of the greawnefle of the fin, it isafin
whereby you wrong God, graufie Satan, wrong your owa
{ouls, _

1. Youwrong God init, you obfcure his glory, you limic his
power, you contemn his witdome, you give a lye to his truth, you

*abufe his love, you fleight and reject all the precious, and peer-
\efle thoughts of his Mercy and Grace.
I told you not long fince, that God was more fevere againft
‘Unbeleef then any fin, beczute Unbeleet was moft fevere to God.

No fin was more cruel to God, God hath no greater enemy in the
World than Unbcleef,  Ttisanenemy to whatever is moft dear
and precious unto God, Theretore is hee fuch an enemy to Un-
beleef; ifany man draw back, my foul fhall have no pK?afurein
him, Heb. 10, 38. .

2. Yougratifie Satan, I beleeve chou wouldt not willingly
if thou knew it) gratifie Sacan fora World.

1 tell thee in thy fanding off, thou doft not only gratifie him,
but thou canft do Satan no greater a pleafure, no greater a cour-
tefy in the World,

In this Satan hathall his defire of thee, that which hee defires
is to wake void all the great things of God, that which hee defires,
is to nvake the death of Chuift in vaing to make the bloud of Chrift
to bee fhed invain, to make che  greac counlelof God, the great

things of his wifdome and mercy tono purpofe in the Worldé
An




Heart to Beleeve.

An:i by this ftanding off thou doft what lyes inthee to anfiver his
defire, and therefore this muft needs glad him,

Befides Satan knows full well, if hee do not wound thy Faith,
thy Faith will wound him, break the head of the Serpent; and
thercfore itis thac which hee laboureth after inall his cemptations,
it hee cannot keep thee from beleeving, yettowound and weaken
thy Faith, that thou mayeft not wound him.

If hee cannot make thee his friend, yet if hee can weaken his ad-
verfary. Ithee cannot take away thy weapon, yet if hee can weak-
en thy arm, or blunt thy weapon, hee is content.

If hee cannot deftroy thy Faith, yet if hee can weaken thy
Faith, if not hure thy Faith, yet if hee can keep thy Faith from
hurting him, by weakening of'it: for every a& of Faith wounds
Satan, bindes him in chains, &c, '

And thercfore if hee can prevail tokeep thee from beleeving,
or if hee can weakenand wound thy Faith, heeis well contented,
this gratifieth him,

What can gratifie him more, than to make a Pageant of all the
great things of God, than to make all thele great things like a
dream ¢ 2

Whas can gratifie him more, than to keep thy foul at a diftance
from Chrift and the Promife; what can. pleafure him more, than
to makea {oul look upon God, as2 God of terror and wrath ¢

What more, than to keep the foulupon racks, upon fears, di(-
couragements and difquiets; this is fome of his own fpirit of dark-
nels. T
Nay, what can gratifie him more, than to keep a foul in 2 dead
unferviceable condition, make a man unfie to live, unfic: ‘to
dye, unfit for any fervice to God and man ¢ :

Why, all this doth Satan do, if hee can but prevail to keep thy
foul from Chrift,at diftance from the Promife, as I could thew yoit
at large, &c. The way Satan dothit, is by fetting out fin; Though
Iwould bee willing to fec fin,yet I am not willing to fee fin in the
Devils glafs; Iam not willing to fee fin, when Satan dilcovers fin,

Satan hath ewo glaffes, wherein hee difcovers fin. '

1. Heehatha leffening or extenuating glafs, wherein hee dif-
covers fin to wicked men, which makes them appear lefs than they
;l‘l'e; great fins, (mall fins, infirmities; and leffer fins o bee no

ins.

2, And Satan hath a multiplying or magnifying glafs, whercin
hee difcovers fin to them, when caft down, and extends it, not on-
ly above the greatnefs of fin, but of mercy alfo.

As I would have my eyes broad and open, to fec fin when God
?iﬁ:overs it. SoI would fhut mine eyes when Satan difcovers

in.

Quett. But how fhall I know when Ged and when Satan difco-

wers ﬁr}f
' 1. When




e

16

The Slownefs ;f

" for mercy; hee ftings, but holds not up the

1. When God difcovers fin, hee keeps up the apprehentions of
mercy above the greatne(s of fin,

But when Satandilcovers fin, hee heightens fin above the richeg
of mercy. Asyou fee inCaim, wwan 2ty Yvia #y fin i greaer
than can bee pardoved,

2. When God ditcovers fin, he doth not bleere, buc rather clear
the eye of Faith to the beholding of Chrift, hee makes the foul
fitter to fee Chrift; doth not hinder, but helpeth the {oul in fight
of Chrift.

But when Sacan difcovers fin, hee doth ever bleer and blinde
the eye of Faith, from the beholding ochrcK; either hee difco-
vers the malady, and conceals the remedy, or hee holds the eye of
Faith, thac it cannot look upon Chrift for mercy.

Hee puts the foul into a prefent incapaciti; to look up to God

razen Serpent,

3. When God difcovers fin, itis to drive us out of our felves,
and to draw us unto Chrift and the Promife, makes the Law a
Schoolmafter, &c. Gal. 3.24.but Satans difcoveries of {in, fetsus
further off from Chuift.

4. When God difcovers fin, it is to make the foul more in love
with Chrift, to prize Chrift more, to advance him more, tolove
him, and deﬁre[l’\im more. It isfuch a difcovery thac makes the
foul to run to the remedy,

. But when Satan difcovers fin, it is to make us more affraid of
Chrift, toAyefrom Chriftas Adam, never the more to defire
him,

5. When God difcovers fin, hee humbles the foul under the
fightof ir, hee makes a man to abhor himfelf, makes fin hatefull
to him,

But when Sacan difcovers fin, it is to difcourage us, not to hum-
ble us: hee may make fin fearful, but never makes it hateful,

Befides, as you may know by the manner and the end of the
difcovery, whether Gods or no.

So by the time and temper wee are in.

Satan difcovers fin, when hee hach gotten the foul ac an advan-
tage; he comes upon us as Ssmeon upon the Shechemites when they
were fore, Gen, 34, when hee hath gotten the hill and the wind
on us; when wee are infome fad condition, when in temptacion,
whenin darknefs, when in fome diftrefles, when weeare drawn
from our fuccours,

It is 2 paffage of one, that Satan, when hee difcovers fin, and fo
hee openeth our wound; hee gets usinto the wildernefs, into
the cold, from our friends, fuccours, &c, But when the Spiric of
God openeth our wounds, itisby the fire, friends about us, cor-
dials near us,&e.

Bur 1 think the differenceis rather to bee taken from the man-
ncr of the difcovery, than from the end and effects of it, - el

¢
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Well then, that is a finfull looking on fin,

1. Which heighteneth finabove the riches of mercy.

2. Which bleereth and blindeth the eye of Faith from behold-
ing Chrift and the Promife. . .

3. Which fets the foul at a farther diftance from Chrift.

4. Which makes the foul affraid of Chrift,

5. Which dilcourageth the foul upder fight of it. And hee
thac chuslooks upon fin in Satans glafs, no marvelif hee bee flow
to beleevey and to come over to the Promile, ‘

» When Satan dicovers fin, hee yather makes a malady, than
dilZovcrs amalady, never difcovereth one wound, but makes a-
nother; never difcovereth a fin, but rakes a courfe that that dico-
very fhall bee finfull, .

3. Thirdly, asyouwrong God, and gratifie Satan, fo you in-
Jure your own {ouls, :

1. Yourob your felves of comfort, and keep your felves in
unneceflary racks and troubles, and bondage. ~And this is a
greatevil, Nature cannot fubfift withour comfort; comfort is to
the foul, what the foulis to the bodys a man caonot live without
ity and 1t puts grace toit too; though for a time Grace may live,
and a& firongly in the want of comfort; yet when troubles con-
tinue; and 2 man walks long without comfort, it will puc Grace to
ityto the urmoft to fubfitt, , _

Oh what abundance of comfort, what floods of confplation,
wj!r!at peace, what joy, doft thou rob thy fe)f ofin by fanding
off ! .

2. Youhinder your fouls of Grace. .Grace keeps a proportion .
with Faith, So %uch Faith, fo much Grace, &c[i keﬁpp down %'m’lﬁ',“?lnii;
Faith, and all Grace is kept down; and where Faith ftirs, all the *®amus
wheels move, its the {pring of motion, the Mafter-wheel. Faith
is the ftomack which reccives all for the nourifhment of the
‘whole:  Asall the members depend upon the ftomack, fo all the
Graces upon Faith, It isa Mediatour to our Mediatour; it fetch-
eth in provifion to the foul,all depends upon t. If Grace be weak,
Taich goes over to Chift, &, for the fupply of frength,

3. Yonmake your felves every way unferviceable to God, as I
fhewed you; you make your felves unable todo, unable to fuffer
forhim. You make your felves good for nothing, unferviceable
to God, to the. Church, to his caufe, toyour {elves too, &¢. Man
there are that think they can do God bexter fervice in ,(iandiqg off,
than in comming in, by Fear,than by Faith.

They think that innourithing their doubts,and their fears, they
do cherifh their care, watchfulnefs, fumilisy. ..

And on the contrary, they think, that if once they fhould
come to beleeve, then theythould bee mare loofe and carelefs,
and take more liberty to themfelves. Indeed, yqu would have

mare liberty to fervice,uo:,to-.ﬁ:}. You would pot bee .ty.cdfto'
¥ ex-
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{ervice with coards of fear, but with bands of love, your principle
nf fervice, and Eour manner of fervice would bee changed, where
aow you ferve him out of fear; thenout of love, now out of con.
virtions of confcience, then out of propenfions of a divine nature,
now you ferve himas flaves in'{oiuntarily, then as fons with v .-
lingne's and delight, &c. 5 o .

Now you do duty as a task, thenas your trade. And you will
walk il rKc wayes of duty, though you'fee nocommings m;’ '

As aman that loves his trade, that loves his calling, heewill
hold it up, and follow it, thengh hee Fet nothing by it, thoughno
gain or comming in by it. So the foul which'hath a Principle bred
in him fuitable ro the things of God, whichis wrought by Faich,
hee will hold up to pray and to do duty, though hee finde noc
commings iny thereisa natural agrecablencs between him and
duty, between his fpiric and the work, and though hee neverger
good by it, yet hee willhold up his {pirit to the doing ofit.

As it iswith aman, whofe nacure is fenfualized, chae hatl finaed

“away the very common Principles, placke up the very fenfes of
‘mature, hee will drink, and bee drunk; though hee undo himfelf

by it, though hee hurt his body, impoverifh his. eftate, yet hee
will drink, &c, As Solomon faith, a« Whore will bring a man to a mor-
fel of bread, .will undo a man, yet hee will go on in fin, hee will
not leave his fin, though undone by ir, hee'will fin, not only
though hee get nothing, buc chough hee ger  hire, though ‘hee
undo him(elt thereby, yet hee willgoon in {in, and the reafon is,
that univerfal futablenefs that is betwveen his foul and fin,

So on the other fide,’a godly man hee will ferve God, hee will

“hold onin duty, in obedience, though hee finde no commingin

by it.
yThcre is fucha futablenefs between the fpirit of a beleever,
and the work, that though there is no commings in, chough hee
finde no peace, no comfort in the wayes of God, yet hee will hold
up to the work, ’ '

Where now an unbeleever, if hez donot by thele things get
peace which is all hee looks after in the doing ofit, if-he donot get
comfort, atlafthee throws off all, becaule there was no Principle
of {utablenefs to hold him'to the duty, g - o wn s

Therefore you fee how Satan deiu_f?»;s you. Faith aloné -is the

{pring of action, thac.which fets us a work,and quicken us in work-

mg; if Faith bee up, all his Graces will bee fo too, and if that bee
downyall other Craces are weak,and down wichic,

As Parifienfis faith, itis the vertue ofa Chriftal; when the ver-
tues of other precious ftones are extinét, to raife them, and revive
them again, - So dorh Faith with our Graces; when Dawsds heart
was downin Pfal, 43. 5. you fee hee recovers himfelf by -his Faith,
no {ooner did hee exercife his Faith, but his heartis raifed.

Thac which quickeneth you to fervice, and inables you in fer-
vICE,
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vice, is Faithyand that which deads your fpiric, and makes -you
unferviceable, is unbeleef, and therefore Ecc convinced of your
fin, , :
2. Bee humbled for it; thisis the great fin, the womb of fin;
the Mother and Nurle of fin, as T have fhewed, £ o
That which holds up Satans Kingdome in you, i your unbe-
leef; if this fort were once taken, all the reft would quickly yeeld
up. .
PYou fee when Chrift would conquer covetoufnefs, hee labours
to conquer undeleeving, as {/ou {ee, Mat.6.25. to the'end. *
That being overcome, all the reft yeeld up, and are vanquifhe.
Nay it is a fin which doth not only uphold particular fins, but the
ftace of fin.It is called a ftate of unbeleef, wee donor fay, a ftate of
drunkenneffe, a ftate of fivearing, &c. buta ftate of unﬁ)elcef', o-
thers are but particular, this an univerfal fin, And s there not théén
caufe to bee humbled for it 2 you fee what a finit is, how you
wrong God, how you gratifie Satan, how you injure your felves;
and is there not caufe then to bee humbled for it A
Men are hard to bee humbled for this fin, becaufe hard to beé
convinced either that they are guilty of ir, or that ic'is a fin.
Prophane and wicked men, worldly men, they will not bee
convinced that they do not beleeve. Though ~there bee nothin
more plain, if the Devil did not delutlé them, for Faith and'fi
caanot ftand toﬁe:hcr; you can no mbofe ‘{eparate Holinefs - and
Faith, than Light and the Sun. i i Vel
And humbled men chey are hard.to bee convinced that'icis'a
fin. o ' ‘
Thoughit is eafy to convince them that they do rot beleeve,
they are {enfible enough of that, yet it is hard to perfiade them
that it is a fin, not ro beleeve, thatic is their duty tobeleeve; the
think they do well in keeping off from the Promife; they exprefs
their tendernefs of Gods juftice and holinefs, and judge it a great
wrong to both, that God fhould bee merciful to fuch finners as
they,  But [ muft tell chec, it is a greater {in chanall thy fins; &
killing, a murthering, an undoing fin. It is a finifhing fin chat (eals
thee up in a ftate of fin; and therefore you had need to bee con-
vinced of it, and humbled for it.
3. Beeyee quickned to beleeve. ;
What fhall I donow to perfwade with you, who are flow of heart
10 belecwe, to comeinand beleeves Alas! all that I can fayis no-
thing, if God do not mightily work upon your hearts, and per-
{ade with you.

Shall I tell you there is an inexhauftible fulnefs of mercy in God,
and merit in Chrift for the greateft finner among you; and this is
fomething. Shall I fay that God is willing to forgive the greateft
finner of you, if you will now come inand beleeves

Ifyouwill gobyGods rev‘i:alc}gi fwill,:md thou haft no ortiertule to

2 ' go
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go by, nor tobee judged by, there God tells thee that hee keeps
open houfe, hee invites, hee excites, hee increats, hee befeeches o
come;, the(?c were fomething to perfivade with our hearts, By [
fhallpals them, I will only name thele two to perfwade.

1. Confider, God commands thee to beleeve.

2. Confiders thou can doGod nogreater pleafure than 1o come in and
beleeve.

1. Confider, God commands thee to beleeve, 1 Joh. 3. 23, Thicie
bis Commandement, thas wee fhould beleeve on the name of bis Son
Fefus Chrift, o

And what can thy heart now reafon againftthis ¢ will not this
bee enough to anfiver all thy fears and {cruples 2 to beat down
all that thy unbeleeving heart can fay againft the Promife, -

Why God doth not only invite thee, but hee commands thee
to beleeve,

Gods command is a fufficient warrant tobeleeve, and will bee
fufficient fecurity toall them that do beleeve,

1. 1 fay itis a fufficient warrant to beleeve. Men may command
things, and tell us that our obedience to them fhall bee fufficient
warrant to us,and yet they may want power enough to fecure us in
our obedience to them,but it is not fo with God, his command will
be a warrant fufficient to carry out any foul in his obedience to him,
Doth Satan fay, wherefore-doft thou beleeve ¢ thou art a R epro-
bate, thou art acaft away, thou haft no right to the Promife;
but thou muft fay chen, chou arta Creature, and God commands
thee to beleeve, and in obedience to Gods command, though thon
{ees nothing but death for the prefent, yet thou wilt beleeve.

Doth bee fay, thou haft no right to a Promife, not any title to
Mercy: yet mayeft thou fay, thou art bound to the Precept;
though I'cannot clear my right to the Promife, yet Tam furel
amto obey the Precept; I ambound to the obedience of the
command, and God commands mee to beleeve.

Yea, and thou may fay thus much, if I am bound to beleeve
(as Tam) then I may bee able by my beleeving to clear my inte-
reftin the Promife,

Thoumayeft tell him here isa command for thee, none then for
him, hee is out of hope. It isaninfinite mercy to ftand under the
command of beleeving, the Devils do not, J;e damned do nor,
thou doeft,which is infinite mercy,

a. As Gods command is a {ufficient warrant to beleeve, fo itis
fufficient fecurity if wee dobeleeve; chere wasnevera foul thac
perithed ina way of obedience, ina way of beleeving,

Doth Satan fay, thou mayeft venture thy foul if chou wilez but
thou doft but caft away thy foul, for thou fhalc never bee faved,
God will never own thee,

Thoumayeft fuy again, Gods command is a fufficient wartant
for thee tobeleeve, menmay fail usahd bee men, but God can-
not fail us and bee God, Buc
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Butputic co the worft, though thou do not know whether

chou fhale bee faved, yet this thou knoweft, that God commands
thee to beleeve,

Well chen, bee peremptory, and refolve in beleeving; fay, if1
dye, Iwill dye in a way of beleeving, ina way of obedience to the
command, not in a way of difobedience to it.

This I know, if I beleeve not, Imuft perith, bee that belecuvesh
wot 45 condemned, butif I do beleeve, if I da go on inaway of o-
bedience, who knows whether God will bee mercifull? nay, who
knows not but that hee will2 I muft tell you, this refolution will

uc the Devil toit, hee knows not what to fay to fucha man; na
and it puts God toit too; for God cannotrejet him, who wirl
yet goon to ferve him, though hee (hould never own him,

2. Confider; you can do God no greater pleafurc than to come in and
belecve, Thou honoureft all-God, as I fhall fhew thee in the fe-
cond Doctrin, _

Itisa great deal of eafe and pleafure for a full and pained breaft
to bee fucked; the breaft of Mercy and Promife is fuﬂ, yeaand in
pain too, and thou fhalt do God (et mee fpeak after the manner
of men) the greateft pleafure thou canft do, to come and fuck,
Foh. 6.28. when the people asked, what [hall wee do, that wee may
work the works of God 2 Mark then how Chuift anlwers; why this &
the work of God, that you beleeve in him, As it hee had faid, would
you do that which would content God ? would you do that whith
pleafech him2 why this is that which doth wonderfully content
God, this is that doth admirably pleafe God,to beleeve, 1 tell chee
by this thou makelt God amends for all the wrong thou haft done
him all chy life, Nothing elfe will; if thou fhouldeft go about to
redeem every oath with anage of precizenefs and exaéinefs; every
idle word and ation with an eternity of praifes and tears ;all thy
exactions and injuftice with a reafury of alms;all this were nothing
to the making of God amends, Buthere do but come over to the
Promifle, do but clofe with Chrift,and thou makeft God amends
forall; God will bee fully fatisfied, noe with thy Faith, bat with
Chrift, not with thy beleeving, but with Chrift, whowm thy Faith
holds up. Nay, notonly fatisfied, but spfe 1765 velim & debitor. T
would not only bee fatisfied, but I would bee thy debtor, togive
thee eternal lite, Oh thea that you who are flow f{ hears 10 beleeve,
that you would now come in, Clofe with Chrift, and then thou
mayeft fet Chrift againft all that the Law, Juftice, Sin, Hell, Satan
can fay againft thee-  You fee the Apoftle did fos who 4 hee thar
condemneth ¢ st s Chrift that dyed: Hee makes a challenge of all
fets the death of Chrift againft whatevet canbee broughe;fo may-
eft thou. Letus weild this weapon, &e.

1. Doth Satan fay thou haft finned ¢

Why, but may the foul fay, Ihave clofed with him who hath

fuffered for fin, what can my debt of finbee, that the payment of
his’
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his {ufferings hath not fully anfwered.

2. Doth hee fay thou haft finned againft the great God of Hes-
ven? yea, but thou mayeft fay, Thave an incereftin him, wiof
Righteoufnels is the Righteoufne(s of the great God of Heayen,
F-ohovsh our Righteoutness,and that is able to fuffice for thar.

3. Doth hee fay the glory of the great God is debafed by thy
finping = Why, but thou ma}reﬁ i:ly, will not the cmpeymg of hus
alory ,who is the brightnefs of his Father s%lory, anfwer for thate

4. Doth hee fay thouhaft finned againit knowledge ¢ Why
but thou mayeft fay, all that Chnift did, and all hee futfered, e
did with knowledge, Foh. 18, 4. Jcfus knowing all things, &re.

s. Doth hee fay thou }latl't finned with dclight‘f Why, but thou
mayeft fay, Chritt hath fuffered with greater delight, than Thave
finned. Hee delighted todo thewill of God, and this was the
will of his Father, that hee fhould give bes life for mee, Joh. 6. Luk,
12, 50, And it was fud of him, that hee was ftraitned cill the hour
came, as men that delight inawork which they long to bee upon,

6. Doth hee fay thy finslye in thy fpirit 7 Yea, bue thou mayeft

fay, the chiefeft part of his fuffering did lye in his {piric; has foul
was heavy to death, Mat, 26, 38, when hee fwear drops of blovd, &,
Luk. 22. 44.
- 7 Dof}?hee fay thouare ftill full of corruptions 2 Why, but
thou mayeft fay, Chrift is full of holinefs, and by him, thongh 1bee
black, yet 1 am comcly. As 1look not ro be juftificd by mine own in-
herentrighteoufnets, fo I fhall not bee condenmmned for this remai-
ning corruption, folongasitis not reigning, {o long as feep and
forrowed tor. Though I defire to bec acceptable to him in holi-
nefs, yee 1 do not defive that my holinefs fhould bee the ground of
my acceptance,

Thus may a foul which hath clofed with Chiift bee able to weild
this, to (et Chrift againft whatever Juftice,Law, Sin,Satan brings,
Oh'! thenlet us bee ftirred up, you that ave flow of hears 10 beleeve
to come overs thou feeft thou canft do him no greater pleature,
Thou thinkeft thou doft well in doubting, but thou doft exceed-
ingly offend God;thou canft not do him a greater dicourtely, &e.

Object, But doth God command every one tobelecve pardon ¢

Anf. God commands every one to'do the act of Faith, but ot
to beleevea pardon till hee have done that,

If any {hall get hold of the horns of the Altar, and yet reft in fin,
God will deal with bim as Foab, &c, 1 King. 2. 28,29, &e.

God commands thee not to beleeve a pardon, {o long as thou
purpoleft togo onin fin, but yet hee alwayes commands theeto
beleeve him, foas to give up thy felf to Chrift, &c. thar thereby

thon mayeft have pardon, and aflurance;, and falvation,



